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CHAPTER I 
DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM 
THE PROBLEM: 
The objective of this study is to state the loyalty oath require-
ments on the state level for teachers in the public schools of the United 
States. 
PURPOSES OF THE STUDY: 
The purpose of this study is to contribute to the field of academic 
freedom. Specifically this thesis was undertaken for the following 
reasons: 
1) To state the loyalty oath requirements of the 
forty-eight states for public school teachers. 
2) To investigate the status of loyalty oaths and to 
trace trends in loyalty oath legislation. 
3) To state the laws or regulations which enacted the 
oaths. 
4) To state the oath to which teachers are to subscribe •. 
JUSTIFICATION: 
The requirement that teachers shall take an oath of allegiance to 
the state or federal constitution or both is not new. Some states have 
,.... 
had such legislation since the latter half of the nineteenth century. 
Since the 1930's there has been an increased tendency on the part of 
state legislatures to pass laws requiring public school teachers to take 
an oath of loyalty. These oaths have caused much consternation in many 
educational and lay circles. Therefore, the problem of how wide spread 
these oath requirements may have become is of particular importance to all 
with special significance for educators. 
This study will attempt to answer the following questions: 
1) Which states require loyalty oaths of their public 
school teachers? 
2) What is the language of the law which enacted the 
oath? 
3) When was the law enacted? 
4) What is the language of the oath? 
5) When is the oath taken? 
DEFINITION OF TERMS: 
The definitions listed below were adopted from the Dictionary of 
Education,l edited by Carter V. Good. 
Loyalty Oath: "oaths that some legislatures and state boards of 
education require teachers to take as requisite to obtaining a 
certificate of employment, for example, oaths in which teachers 
swear that they will support. the Constitution of the United 
States and the state, teach; love, respect and allegiance to the 
flag, and not teach certain ~heories of government and economics 
that are in opposition to the government of the United States." 
lDictionary of Education - Carter V. Good, Editor 
McGraw-Hill Book Company Inc., New York, 1945 
Public School: "a school usually of elementary or secondary 
grade, organized under a school district of a state, supported 
by tax revenues, administered by public officials, and open to 
all." 
Public School Teacher: "any properly qualified person employed 
as an instructor in a public school system." 
CHA.Pl'ER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Loyalty oaths for teachers are far from being a new idea. They 
have existed as such since the time of the Revolution. Regarding the 
early beginnings of loyalty oath legislation Howard K. Bealel says: 
11Men willing to die in the Revolution :for their loyalty to 
Great Britain or :for their devotion to :freedom from imperial re-
strictions and men willing to :fight to retain political privi-
leges they monopolized or to win political rights they did not 
possess were unwilling to allow teachers any influence with 
their children, if those teachers did not hold correct views on 
subjects of this vital importance. Most teachers escaped notice 
because they taught such elementary subjects and counted so 
little in the community anyway that their opinions were neither 
asked nor expressed. Many others shared the :feelings of the rest 
of the community. Yet 'patriot' teachers suffered in loyalist 
neighborhoods and 'loyalist 1 among patriots. A large number o:f 
the educated men of the colonists were loyalists. In the Colonies 
where the Church o:f England was dominant teachers were likely to 
be either clergymen o:f the Church or men trained and sent out by 
its Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. On the whole, 
these men officially connected with the Church of England were 
loyalists. The back country, which were usually •Patriot', were 
at best only poorly supplied with teachers. Therefore a large 
proportion of the ablest teachers were neutral or loyal to 
England in the struggle. Many of these men were forced to keep 
silent and, often against their wills, to take oaths of loyalty 
to the patriot cause. Most states passed laws establishing 
patriot test oaths. Only one of these, that passed by New Jersey 
on October 6, 1777; specifically mentioned teachers; but the 
others applied to all civil and military authorities or to all 
males above a given age. These oaths were by no means uni-
versally applied, though they remained a whip ready to be used 
against 'loyalists 1 wherever a community desired to apply them. 
If loyalist teachers refused to swear allegiance to the 
lH. K. BEALE. A History of Freedom of Teaching in American 
Schools, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1941, pp. 59-60. 
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Revolutionar,y government, or if they publicly voiced their 
loyalty to England, they suffered financial or even bodily harm 
or were driven out of the countr,y, as was President Cooper of 
Columbia, who fled over the college fence, half dressed, finally 
to escape to a British sloop. Wherever Committees of safety 
functioned efficiently, little freedom was allowed to a teacher 
who was lmown to remain loyal to Great Britain. During and after 
the Revolution thousands of citizens were driven out of the 
countcy. laws were passed suppressing freedom of speech. other 
legislation quarantined, disfranchised, or banished loyalists, 
removed them from office and confiscated their goods. Since so 
large a proportion of educated men were loyalists there were, of 
course, teachers among these who suffered." 
While loyalty oaths for teachers did have an early beginning, the 
strength of the movement varied according to the insecurities and 
tensions of the times. The interim period between the Revolution and 
World War I saw very little legislation along these lines. At least 
there is very little evidence that loyalty oaths for teachers were re-
quired in this period. Concerning loyalty oaths in this period, Howard 
K. Beale1 says: 
"Requiring loyalty oaths of teachers is an old expedient used 
recurringly in tmes of great stress. In Revolutionary 
Pennsylvania a law was passed requiring of teachers a test oath 
of loyalty. Many Friends were teachers. They refused to take 
the oath. Some closed their schools; others went on teaching 
and then were thrown into jail for refusal to pay the recusant 
fine. In Massachusetts, however, in the midst of war Quakers 
whose consciences forbade them to fight were exempted not only 
from swearing, but from even affinning that they would 1 defend 1 
the state. During and after the Civil War a number of states 
enacted legislation requiring oaths of allegiance of all public 
officers. These affected teachers. The Federal Government re-
quired test oaths of Southerners during Reconstruction. It was 
during and after the World War, however, that this practice 
became most widespread." 
The period following World War I brought forth the greatest number 
of state laws requiring teachers to subscribe to oaths of loyalty. At 
lH. K. BEALE. Are American Teachers Free? Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1936, P• 65. 
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the same time it also brought forth arguments on both sides of the 
issue. These arguments in many cases sprang up in rebuttal to a parti-
cular piece of state legislation. It is a purpose of this chapter to 
gather and summarize these arguments on both sides of the issue. 
Among educators there is almost universal agreement that patriotic 
societies are the main proponents of teachers' oath legislation. 
Meyers and Williamsl say: 
"The requirement that teachers shall take an oath of al-
legiance to the constitution of the state in which they teach or 
of the United States, or both is not new. A few states have had 
such a law for half a century or more. Since 1930, however, 
there has been a concerted effort by various patriotic societies 
to bring about the enactment of legislation requiring teachers 
to take such an oath in all of the states. The D.A.R., which is 
one of the organizations sponsoring such legislation, states in 
National Defense News for April, 1936 that the present drive 
lor the enactment of teachers' oath of allegiance laws emanated 
from the Womens 1 Patriotic Conference on National Defense, 
starting in 1929. Educators and educational associations gener-
ally have condemned this requirement." 
Howard K. Beale2 says: 
"Yet while the Harvard professors protest against the Italian 
oath, a number of states in their own country require a similar 
one of teachers, the D.A.R., the Legion, and similar organiza-
tions are urging all states to make these oaths compulsory and 
Massachusetts has imposed a loyalty oath on Harvard professors 
themselves. At the 1934 N.E.A. convention Commander Hayes of 
the Legion declared that a teacher who opposes taking a loyalty 
oath 1is doubly disloyal to the flag, to the parents gnd to the 
government that have made possible his livelihood (ar.~)to •••• 
the teaching profession' •11 
Raup3, quoting from a pamphlet entitled Special Oaths of Loyalty 
for Teachers, published by the American Civil Liberties Union says: 
lA. F. Meyers, and C. 0. Williams. Education in a Democracy 
Prentice Hall Inc., 1942, p. 250. 
2H. K. Beale. op. cit., P• 71. 
3B. Raup. Education and Organized Interests in America 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1936, P• 53. 
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'In sixteen states, public school teachers are required to 
take special oaths of loyalty not taken by other public servants. 
The movement for laws to require teachers to take such oaths 
is still being pushed. Bills are pending before a number of 
state legislatures, advocated by various self-styled, patriotic 
organizations and opposed by the teaching - profess~on, organized 
labor and civic organizations." 
Hullfish1 quotes the resolutions of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution on the position that this organiza-
tion has taken. The resolutions, dated April, 1936, are quoted below: 
TEACHERS OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
'Whereas, The education of youth in American principles must be 
safeguarded in order to insure a continuation of the democratic 
form of government in this Republic; and 
'1~ereas, There is a definite evidence that in the teaching 
profession are many who seek to inculcate in the minds of 
youth doctrines that are subversive of the American ideal; 
•Resolved, That the National Society, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, reaffirm its belief that teachers who 
receive pay from public funds should be required to take 
the same oath of allegiance to the Constitution of the United 
States of America as is required of others in position of 
public trust; 
'Resolved, That it is the belief of this Society that this 
pledge of loyalty should in no way infringe upon the pre-
rogative of educators to determine subjects of study, but 
should be directed toward the elimination of teachers who are 
opposed to our Constitutional form of government.• 
The arguments that have been offered in defen~e of teachers' oaths 
have been many and varied. Raup2, who quotes from the pamphlet pre vi-
ously cited, lists the follo~g arguments in favor of teachers' oaths: 
lH. B. Alberty, and B. H. Bode Editors, Educational Freedom and 
Democracy, Century Co., 1938, P• 265. 
2B. Raup. op. cit., P• 54. 
11) That teachers are in a peculiarly responsible position in 
educating youth, and that they should therefore be bound 
b.Y requirements of loyalty not exacted from other public 
servants. 
12) That teachers should not be free to criticize our politi-
cal institutions because schools are not the proper forums 
for expressing criticism of our Constitution or laws; and 
children are not old enough to engage in a discussion of 
defects and reforms. 
13) That no loyal teacher should object to taking a special 
oath in view of the peculiar responsibilities resting 
upon teachers in training future citizens. 
14) That radical agitators are endeavoring to intrude their 
doctrines in to the schools and teachers must by explicit 
declaration, avoid the suspicion of any sympathy with 
them.' 
Meyers & Williams1 quote a statement b,y Roy Murphy of the American 
Legion. This statement is reproduced below: 
'I have doubted the value of a teacher's oath as a means 
of combating subversive influences. Nevertheless, I fail to 
see where an oath to support the constitution of state and 
nation is an abridgement of academic freedom. Public officers, 
from notaries public to the president of the United States, 
take such an oath. Men who enli st in their nations defense 
do likewise. What harm can there be in teachers taking such 
an oath in America, where academic freedom is supreme and 
guaranteed by the charters which, under such an oath, they 
would swear to support.• 
While educators have generally been in bitter opposition to 
loyalty oaths for teachers, some educators have been in favor of such 
requirements. The Educational Research Service2 Circular No. 1 of 
1949 quotes a resolution adopted by the Los Angeles City Board of 
lA. F. Meyers, and C. 0. Williams. op. cit., p. 259. 
2National Education Association, Research Division of School Adminis-
trators, "Local and State Restraints Upon Alleged Subversive Activities 
of School Employees," Educational Research Service Circular No. 1, 
19_42 n. 8. 
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Education September 20, .1948. 
"We who are employees in the public schools of Los Angeles 
are proud of our loyalty to the United States of America, its 
Constitution and Laws and to the State of California, its 
Constitution and laws. Because we are in public service, we 
do not hesitate to reaffinn this loyalty whenever and as often 
as it is reasonable for us to do so. We know that there is 
great concern these days on the part of many sound American 
citizens that those who serve in the public schools be only 
those whose loyalty to their country is above legitimate 
questioning or reasonable doubt. A reaffinnation of our loyal-
ty oath is regarded as a privilege and responsibility especial-
ly if it will help reassure our citizens in these troublous 
times. We hope that this action on our part, taken freely and 
willingly, may serve as an inspiration to Americans generally 
so that they also will search thei r own hearts as to their 
obligations and ability to take a similar oath of loyalty to 
their country, if not in some public manner, at least before 
their own conscience and their God. 11 
The above quotation is a part of the resolution adopted by the 
Los Angeles City Board of Education. This resolution, which also 
included another oath expressing approval of the resolution was sign-
ed by the certificated and classified employees of the public schools 
of Los Angeles. While there may have been some teachers who signed 
under protest, not a few subscribed wholeheartedly to this reaffir.ma-
tion of loyalty. 
The Educational Research Servicel also cites a statement made by 
the superintendent of schools to school employees in Long Beach, 
California. This statement deals with the reaffinnation of loyalty by 
the school employees. This reaffirmation of loialty also required an 
oath to which school employees were to subscribe. A portion of the 
statement upon which rested the arguments of the Superintendent is 





"We who are employees in the public schools of Long Beach 
are .proud of our loyalty to the United States of America, its 
constitution and laws. Because we are in public education we 
do not hesitate to reaffirm this loyalty. We know there is 
great concern on the part of many sound American citizens that 
those who serve in the public schools be only those whose loyal-
ty to their country is above legitimate questioning or reasonable 
doubt. A reaffirmation of our loyalty is regarded as a privi-
lege and responsibility." 
George R. Stewartl in his book discussing the recent loyalty oath 
controversy at the University of California quotes a letter in which an 
unidentifed member of the faculty defends the loyalty oath requirements 
demanded by the Regents of the University. The letter was written to 
Regent Neylan and read into the records of the Regents' meeting of 
March 31, 1950. The letter is quoted below: 
"I find it incomprehensible that some of my colleagues on 
the faculty consider it both an infringement of their rights 
and an insinuation of their disloyalty to be asked to take a 
special oath that they will protect their country. 
These gentlemen are aloof from the practical affairs of life 
and from the alarm which millions of Americans now feel as to 
the designs of Soviet Russia. 
Speaking •••• to Government groups, I have taken special oaths 
and been fingerprinted many times during the last three years. 
I have never considered that this indicated that I was especial-
ly suspect and I am astonished at the mental processes of my 
colleagues who do make such an interpretation. 
I will sign a fresh oath daily, as I arise from my bed, that 
I will have no congress with Communism and I will not thereby 
or in any other way destroy my country. Who would not take 
such an oath? 
Finally, the claim that the responsibility of the university 
is identical with the responsibility for the execution of our 
laws by the Governor of the state or a sheriff of a county is 
absurd. 
The Year of the Oath, Doubleday and 
:lO 
-1 . 
I am astonished that my colleagues are willing to compare 
themselves in this way. The faculty of an institution of 
learning has a wholly unique relat ion to gifted youth, who 
assemble at their feet and can be indoctrinated, if not easily, 
at any rate, ulti.mately. 11 
Despite the fact that more than half (29) of the states require 
their teachers to swear or affirm to oaths of loyalty, the greatest 
part of the literature has been in violent opposition to such a statu-
tory requirement. While the author had some difficulty in producing 
arguments in favor of teachers• oaths from the literature, the task of 
finding arguments in opposition was relatively easy. Since the Revolu-
tion when loyalty oaths first became an issue - although a minor one 
then - · there has always been opposition to ~oyalty oaths. Concerning 
the early opposition to loyalty oaths Howard K. Beale1 says: 
liThe Quakers early refused on .religious grounds to take any 
oaths whatsoever. During the Revolution their pacificism led · 
them to refuse oaths of allegiance •••••••••••••• In the 1830's 
and 1840 1s Enoch Lewis wrote two disquisitions against oaths 
and maintained the thesis that frequent use of oaths cheapened 
their deep religious meaning until they became useless." 
2 Howard K •. Beale lists the following arguments in opposition to 
loyalty oaths. 
1) ••• 11 they do no good, since the persons against whom society 
needs protection will take any oath prescribed and break it 
instantly without scruple. 
2) ••• while thousand of teachers in swearing loyalty merely 
render lip service to a formula that means little to them, 
the persons who refuse to swear are almost always high-
minded individuals who take oaths and other obligations 
to society very seriously. 
3) ••• the general nature of the things sworn to enables in-
terested groups to interpret the oaths to suppress teacher 
criticism of unconventional views on almost any subject." 
lH. K. Beale. op. cit., p. 10. 
2Ibid. 
1.1. 
Raup1, quoting from the pamphlet previously cited, lists the 
following arguments against loyalty oaths: 
'1) That it is an unjustified reflection upon the loyalty of 
the teaching profession to require it to take an oath not 
taken by other public servants. 
'2) That such oaths can accomplish nothing in practice by sepa-
rating the loyal from the disloyal among teachers. 
'3) That the tendency represented by taking such an oath is 
dangerous to democratic education by suppressing discussion 
of vital changes and reforms in our political and economic 
institutions. It strikes at f reedom of thought and belief 
among teachers. 
'4) That no condition now exists in education to warrant the 
imposition of such oaths on teachers for the first time, 
when their loyalty throughout the history of the public 
school system has been unquestioned. 
'5) That definitions of loyalty differ; imposing the oath would 
open the door to pressure for conformity to the notions of 
whatever forces happen to control a local school system. 
16) That commitment to a prescribed oath would encourage espi-
onage among school teachers, parents, and even pupils to 
magnify any critical utterance into 'disloyalty'.' 
Kandel who has been a leader in the battle against loyalty oaths 
voiced his opposition as early as 1934. In this year the Ives Law was 
passed in New York and Kandel2 wrote the following: 
"To talk on the one hand, of the development of free citizens 
capable of discrimination and judgment, and, on the other hand, 
to keep those responsible for this development in leading strings 
is nonsense. ••••••••••• This does not mean that teachers can 
be absolutely free, but it does mean that the limitations of 
their freedom should be those that come from thorough profession-
al preparation and from membership in a profession; ••••••••• 
if a free society can not rely on the good sense of the teachers, 
external restrictions are likely to do more harm than good." 
lB. Raup. op. cit., P• 54. 
2r. L. Kandel. "The Control of Teachers", School and Society, 
Vol. 40, p. 354, September 15, 1934. 
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School and Societyl in 1935 republished an article which origi-
nally appeared in the Harvard Alumni Bulletin. This article, quoted 
in part below, refers to the Massachusetts law of 1935. 
11But recently several powerful organizations, governed by 
motives ranging from demagoguery and scandal-mongering up to a 
misguided patriotism, have combined to promote a return to the 
ways of the 17th century •••••••••• 
Swearing oaths is a poor method of achieving conformity or 
loyalty. The recital of creeds has little effect on conviction • 
•••••••••• Unscrupulous or light-minded people are not in the 
least troubled by external acts of conformity - they only provide 
an additional mode of deception. It is a man of tender con-
science, of moral courage and high purpose, who is troubled by 
them, and he is either tortured into compromise, or driven into 
extreme dissent ••••••••••• 
It is an attack not only on the American tradition of free 
discussion, but also on the university principle of intellectual 
liberty." 
Hugh Nixon2, Secretary of the Massachusetts Teachers Federation, 
speaking before a committee of the Massachusetts legislature set forth 
the point of view of the teachers on loyalty oaths. With reference to 
the Massachusetts 1 bill which became a law that same year, Nixon said, 
11 The proponents of these bills are products of the schools 
which they now cast under suspicion. Where but in the schools 
did they learn the literature and the music and the history 
and the understanding of democracy upon which patriotism is 
based? Our flag flies over every school; our national songs are 
sung in every school; our national literature and our national 
history are studied in every school. Where if not in the school 
is the foundation of patriotism built? 
Teachers resent this nationwide drive to make them jump thru 
a hoop at the behest of an organized minority who are using the 
whip of suspicion and misrepresentation. Wby do not the pro-
ponents use the more effective procedure of complaining to 
school committees about teachers whom they suspect?" 
lu0n Swearing Oaths", School and Society, Vol. 41, pp. 400-1, 
March 23, 1935. 
2H Nixon. "The Teacher 1 s Oath of Allegiance", NEA Journal, Vol. 24, 
=====#==~*-~~y;;,d-23.2, -
says, 
Kandel1 suggests a test of the success of the loyalty oath. He 
"It would be :interesting, in those :institutions :in which 
faculty members will be required to take a loyalty oath, to keep 
a record of the numbers that refuse to do so on the ground that 
they believe in a form of government different from the American 
or that they belong to a party bent upon a violent revolution. 
This would be the real test of the success of the loyalty oath 
requirement, which is designed to get rid of teachers who are 
Communists or who are devoted to a program of subversive and un-
American activities." 
After a careful survey of the literature in the field of loyalty 
oaths, this writer believes that no figures are available as to the 
number of teachers who refuse to take a loyalty oath on the ground that 
they believe in an alien form of government. This writer also believes 
that no figures are available as to the number of teachers who belong to 
the Communist Party or the number of teachers· that have been conVicted 
under the various loyalty oath and sedition laws that have been passed 
by the various state legislatures. 
Kandel2 has asked what appears to be a basic question in any dis-
cussion of loyalty oaths. A portion of his statement referring to the 
purpose of loyalty oaths is reproduced below: 
11 The gradual extension of the requirement that teachers :in 
schools, colleges, and universities take a loyalty oath raises 
the question of the purpose that such a requirement will serve. 
That it will not deter the ver,y persons whom the requirement is 
intended to ferret out has aireaqy been mentioned in this 
column. It is obVious that those who are dedicated to an alien 
ideology will not be prevented from perjuring themselves. But 
beyond that, what purpose will the requirement serve? Is 
there any suggestion in any of the forms of oaths that teachers 
II. L. Kandel, "The Logic of Loyalty Oaths", School and Society, 
Vol. 70, PP• 10-11, July 2, 1949. 
2I. L. Kandel, "What Purpose Will Loyalty Oaths Serve", School 
and Society, Vol. 70, P• 283, October 29, 1949. 
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will have to take as to the meaning of loyalty? The only ap-
parent definition of loyalty is that it has a negative connota-
tion that the person who takes it is not a member of an organi-
zation engaged in subversive activities or an advocate of an un-
American ideology. There is, however, no indication as to what 
is expected of a loyal teacher, either as a teacher or as a 
citizen." 
Brubacherl of Yale University offers some further arguments against 
loyalty oaths. 
"In any case, whether we protest loyalty to the status quo or 
loyalty to progressive social change, we should long since have 
realized that a person who is not loyal or who wavers in his 
loyalty cannot be made loyal by incantation, by pronouncing an 
oath of loyalty. We should know that to declare loyalty when 
people do not feel loyalty or act loyally only breeds the worst 
kind of hypocrisy. We should know that the truly disloyal will 
not hesitate a moment to conceal their double dealing under the 
cloak of a loyalty oath. Not every one, as the Bible states, 
who sai th Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven • 11 
Ra.ver2, who is the Executive Secretary of the Maryland State Teach-
ers Association emphasizes the danger from the political right. He says, 
"In a recent inquiry to the secretaries of the state education 
associations, I gained the impression that, in most parts of the 
country, teachers are not restricted by such laws or oaths. 
Several secretaries replied: 'The oath bill is nothing more than 
a gesture and a weak one at that 1 • 
Not all of the laws, unfortunately, can be dismissed so casual-
ly. Those of Georgia, Maryland, New York and Rhode Island are 
worthy of further consideration because of limitations they 
provide. If these are indicative of a trend in legislation, then 
academic freedom in our public schools is in grave danger and the 
restrictions thru thought control are just as imminent from the 
right as Communists would make them from the left. 
Shaughnessy3 points out the early beginning of loyalty oaths and 
li. S. Brubacher, "Loyalty to Freedom", School and Society, Vol. 70, 
P• 372, December 10, 1949. 
2M. c. Raver, "Freedom Is A Sometime Thing", NEA JOURNAL, Vol. 38, 
P• 514, October, 1949. 
3n. F. Shaughnessy, "Teachers Loyalty - Oath Laws and Joshua 
Bennett", School and Society, Vol. 71, pp. 209-11, April 8, 1950. 
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their periodic reoccurence in American educational history. He also 
points out again that people who would overthrow the government by 
force would also not hesitate to sign a loyalty oath. He says, 
11 If a person is seriously considering violent overthrow of 
the government, certainly requiring such an individual to sign a 
loyalty oath will not in any way be a hindrance. The implication 
of disloyalty is an intrinsic part of such legislation, or else 
there would be no need for the law, and the only persons who 
will rebel and refuse to take such an oath are those conscientious 
teachers who justly feel their integrity is being impugned and 
their loyalty is being doubted. 
Teachers• loyalty oaths have long hampered American education 
and have aided in the creation of an atmosphere of fear and 
intellectual sterility. It has been shown that such laws occur 
periodically in times of economic or military stress and that 
their main effect has been to create a conformity of opinion 
on social, economic, and political issues. Some consolation 
may be drawn from the fact that teachers loyalty-oaths laws have 
been with us a long t:ime and that American education has con-
tinued to make advancements in spite of such legislation." 
Smithl reiterates the argument that Communists will not fail to 
perjure themselves if required to swear to an oath of loyalty. He says, 
""What the proponents of such legislation may fail to realize 
is that anyone unscrupulous enough to advocate the overthrow of 
our government by force - be he a Communist, Fascist, or other-
wise - would not hesitate to subscribe to the most stringent 
oath that could be devised. Certain it is that verbal responses 
are no infallible criterion of a man's loyalty. The supreme 
test is his record as a citizen; for actions speak louder than 
words. One of the great lessons of democracy is that loyalty 
cannot be forced, and any individual determined to perjure him-
self will do so readily under oath without any qualms of con-
science." 
The American Civil Liberty Union has been one of the main opponents 
of teachers• loyalty oaths. In a letter written to the editors of the 
Second Yearbook of the ~ohn Dewey Society, Edward c. Lindeman2 states 
lp. M. Smith, "Teacher Loyalty and Academic Freedom11 , Journal of 
Educational Sociology, Vol. 23, p. 254, January, 1950. 
2H. B. Alberty and B. H. Bode. Qe• cit., p. 276. 
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the position that this organization has taken. A part of this state-
ment on loyalty oaths is reproduced below: 
"The laws requiring special oaths of loyalty from teachers 
place them in a position where their critical evaluation of our 
political and economic institutions can be interpreted as dis-
loyalty, especially where such criticism runs counter to the be-
liefs of legislators or administrators. Experience has shown 
that such oaths are often used as instruments of intimidation 
against teachers who express unpopular views. In the interest 
of free educational discussion of the problems of American life, 
such special oaths should be eliminated from the statue books 
wherever they are in force, and every movement to extend legis-
lation of this character should be vigorously opposed." 
The Friends Council on Educationl has been another consistent op-
ponent of teachers' oath legislation. Their position is made clear in 
a letter to the editors of the Second Yearbook of the John Dewey Society. 
A portion of this statement is reproduced below: 
"It is our view that there is grave danger in legislation 
which is based on the assumption that teachers are officers of 
the state. Whatever may be the justification of the oaths of 
office required of those whose function it is to enforce the 
laws, the work of the teacher is quite different. We believe 
that it is one of the duties of teachers, especially of those in 
social studies, to encourage students to reach independent judge-
ments, and that both teachers and students should be free at all 
times to examine the merits and discuss the weaknesses of old 
and new ideals of political, economic, religious and scientific 
thought. 
There is much evidence to show that once such laws are enact-
ed they become weapons in the hands of self-appointed guardians 
of the State and serve as excuses for those who disregard our 
traditions of academic freedom and persecute independent think-
ers. We should recognize that regimes hostile to democracies 
have been established in our modern world when freedom of speech 
and of thought has been abolished by tyrannical dictatorships." 
George Stewart2, in his book discussing the controversy at the 
University of California, quotes a statement made by an unidentified 
lH. B. Alberty, and B. H. Bode. op. cit., p. 266. 
2a. R. Stewart, and others. op. cit., p. 150. 
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professor. This statement was forwarded to President Sproul March 6, 
1950. In this statement the unidentified professor puts forth his 
views for not signing the loyalty oath. His reasons for not signing 
are reproduced below: 
11My refusal to sign the prescribed oath, under the c.ircum-
stances created by the Regents is thus based on these grounds: 
1) The oath is an affront to my dignity and integrity as a man 
and a scholar. The presumption that I belong to the Commu-
nist Party unless I specifically deny such presumption -
this I find intolerable. 
2) The oath is a limitation upon academic freedom. I cannot 
accept as a condition of tenure a political test implying 
the un-American doctrine of guilt by association. 
3) I will not and cannot sign any statement under compulsion. 
What I regard as most revolting in the action of the Regents 
is their exercise of absolute power to force me into sub-
mission. I should be compelled to yield to force, naked 
and brutal, to ward off the threat of dismissal from the 
University. 
This force can be met only by concerted disobedience. For 
my ovm part, I see no other course open to me if I am to retain 
myself respect and respect for my calling." 
Since the publication of The Year of the Oath, the California Court 
of Appeals has invalidated the special anti-Communist declaration which 
the Board of Regents had imposed upon the faculty of the University of 
California. The New York Times1 in commenting upon this invalidation 
had this to say: 
"The California Court of Appeals has now wisely invalidated 
the special anti-Communist declaration which had been imposed 
by the Board of Regents on the University of California's 
faculty. 
Loyalty cannot of course, be guaranteed b.1 a loyalty oath -
even by the regular oath required of all state employees, in-
cluding the members of the California faculty. But that kind 
lTHE NEW YORK TIMES, April 8, l951 
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of oath is simply a public avowal of loyalty, and there can-
not be serious objection to it. It is the imposition of the 
special test to which spokesmen for a large segment of the 
academic world - and the eighteen professors now reinstated by 
court action - takes exception. 
Apart from the obvious futility of a · sort of super oath- to 
which no real Communist would hesitate for a moment to subscribe 
if it served his purpose - it carries an unavoidable implication 
that teachers are somehow more suspect than other citizens and 
require special depositions to prove their honesty and their in-
nocence. All that this famous oath has done has been to throw 
the University into an uproar, drive some scholars of integrity 
and distinction away from it and lower its prestige throughout 
the country." 
Brickmanl in an excellently annotated study concludes his article 
by saying: 
"The fear that any action against Communist teachers may lead 
to the repression of other minorities should not be pooh-poohed. 
This is indeed a possibility, but any extension of the principle 
of dismissal to include other unpopular or dissenting non-
totalitarian views should be strenuously resisted by the academic 
community and the rational public. The attempts to impose un-
warranted restrictions, such as exclusive loyalty oaths for 
teachers, over-zealous and undiscriminating legislative in-
vestigations, and Congressional meddling with textbooks, have 
been successfully defeated by joint public and professional 
action. It remains for the teaching fraternity to cleanse its 
Communists from within and thus, by consolidating its powers, 
to present a powerful phalanx against those who would curb the 
right of expression of independent honest thought." 
The National Education Association has taken a firm stand against 
loyalty oaths yet the prevailing legislation has forced this organiza-
tion to recommend an oath form. A portion of the 1945 report of the 
Committee on Tenure and Academic Freedom2 which is reproduced below: 
"The NEA and the Committee are still of the opinion that a 
Iw. W. Brickman, "Communism and American Education", School and 
Society, Vol. 71, p. 187, March 25, 1950. 
2committee on Tenure and Academic Freedom. Teachers• Oaths -
Statuto~ Requirements and Oath Forms, National Education Association, 
Washington, D. c., January 1945, P• 31. 
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special oath of allegiance to the United States is not necessary 
to obtain assurances of the teacher's loyalty. However the 
prevalence of the laws prescribing oaths leads the Committee 
to suggest that if an oath is to be required it be phrased in 
some simple for.m-similar to general oaths of office required of 
public officers. 
The following is recommended: 
State of •••••••••••••• ) ss 
County of ••••••••••••• ) 
! ..•.•............• , do solemnly swear (or affir.m) that I will 
faithfully discharge the duties of a public school teacher, 
according to the best of my ability and in accordance with the 
Constitution and Laws of the United States and of this state. So 
help me God. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me on 
this •••••••• day of •••••·••••••••• 
19 ••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Individual Authorized to 
administer an oath11 
. ...................... . 
Name of Teacher 
The question of loyalty oaths for public school teachers has in 
recent years become a major educational problem. Arguments pro and con 
on loyalty oaths have been stated at many different times, usually in 
reference to a particular statue passed by a particular state legis-
lature. Yet very little has been done to survey and study the problem 
in all of these United States. The studies that do treat the problem 
as a whole have all been under the sponsorship of the National Edu-
cation Association. 
In 1936 the Research Division of the NEA1 found that statues or 
state board regulations requiring public school teachets to take a 
20 
pledge of loyalty or an oath of allegiance were enforced in the 























In 1937 the Research Division of the NEA1 revised the above re-
port to include the states of South Carolina and Virginia. Thus in 1937 
twenty-three states and the District of Columbia required public school 
teachers to take a pledge of loyalty or an oath of allegiance by statue 
or state board regulation. 
The Committee on Tenure and Academic Freedom2 of the National Edu-
cation Association compiled a report in 1945 covering the subjects of 
teachers' oaths, statutory requirements, and oath forms. The expressed 
purpose of this bulletin was to bring up to date the study of teachers' 
oaths issued by the Research Division of the National Education Associ-
ation in 1937. The Committee found that statues or state board regu-
lations requiring teachers to take an oath of allegiance or a pledge of 

























lResearch Division. Teachers Oaths, National Education Association, 
Washington, D. c., October, 1937, p. ~. · 
2Commi:tt.ee on Tenure and Academic Freedom. on ci.t n. L.. 
21 
A comparison with the list of states compiled by the Research 
Service will show that one new state was added by the Committee on 
Tenure and Academic Freedom. This new state was Tennessee. Yet the 
names of two states, Florida and North Dakota were removed from the 
above list. 
In June of 1949 the Committee on Tenure and Academic Freedom1 of the 
National Education Association again reported in a bulletin, the status 
of teachers' oaths. The Committee found that twenty-eight areas require 
public school teachers to take a pledge of loyalty or an oath of al-
legiance. According to the Committee's report public school teachers 
were required to take a pledge of loyalty or an oath of allegiance in 





























In comparison with the list published in June of 1945, four new 
areas had appeared. These new areas were Florida, Kansas, North 
Dakota and the territory of Puerto Rico. Thus in June 1949 twenty-
five states, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia, statues 
or state board regulations required that teachers take an oath of al-
legiance or otherwise satisfy the employing agencies that they were 
loyal to the government of the United States. 
lcommittee on Tenure and Academic Freedom. Teachers' Oaths and Re-
lated State Req~ements, National Education Association, Washington, 
D. c •. June 12...42.. P. 22. 
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A questionnaire study was made by the Educational Research 
Service1 •••• "to ascertain the extent of board of education action 
against alleged 'subversive' activities of school employees. The Edu-
cational Research Service in October 1948 sent postcard questionnaires 
to Superintendents of schools in 1,144 city school systems in the United 
States. The questionnaire asked whether or not schoolboard action had 
been taken and requested copies of rulings, policies, or oaths which had 
been adopted. n 
"Seven hundred and :forty-three replies were received, representing 
48 states and 67 percent of the cities over 10,000 in population. The 
responses covered 71 percent of the cities over 500,000 in population; 
78 percent of the cities 100,000 to 5oo,ooo in population; 69 percent 
of the cities with populations between 30,000 and 100,000; 62 percent 
of those 10,000 to 30,000 in population." 
"Over 98 percent of the responding school systems reported that 
no action bad been necessary. Only 12 - less than two percent of the 
total responding - reported schoolboard action of any kind with respect 
to charges that school employees belonged to 1subversive 1 groups or of 
any local requirements involving the signing or swearing to a state-
ment of ;loyalty." 
SUMMARY 
Loyalty oaths can be traced back as :far as the Revolution. While 
they were not prevalent or strictly enforced, it must be admitted that 
such legislation is not new. The period between the Revolution and the 
, j Civil War saw very little legislation of this type or at least there is 
lEducational Research Service, op. cit., p. 3. 
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ver,y little evidence that such legislation existed in this period. A 
few states enacted legislation in the period between the Civil War and 
the World War but for all practical purposes this legislation is neg-
ligible for none of this legislation is still in force. The period 
between the two World Wars, however, brought forth the greatest number 
of state laws requiring teachers to swear or affirm to oaths of loyalty. 
The evidence seems to point out that loyalty oath legislation 
varies with the insecurities and tensions of the times. A vast part 
of the evidence bears out the fact that most loyalty oath legislation 
was enacted during wars or in the periods immediately following wars. 
The Revolution, the Civil War, World Wars I and II, all bear out this 
fact. 
Among educators, there is almost universal agreement that patriotic 
societies are the main proponents of teachers' oath legislation. Such 
organizations as the American Legion and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, beside passing resolves favoring loyalty oath legislation, 
have taken an active part in the enactment of such legislation. 
The arguments of the proponents of loyalty oath legislation seems 
to rest on the philosophy, that teachers are instruments of the state. 
As instruments of the state, teachers are responsible for educating 
the youth of the state to be loyal to its laws and institutions. 
Therefore, because of this peculiarly responsible position, teachers 
should be forced qy the state to give guarantee that they themselves 
are loyal. Implicit in this idea is the fact that the loyalty of 
teachers is guaranteed by swearing or affirming to an oath. 
The opponents of teacher-oath legislation do not question the 
right of the state to pass this type of legislation but they do 
question the wisdom of such acts. The arguments of the opponents 
follow the line of reasoning that teachers in general are a loyal 
and patriotic group. There is no evidence to prove otherwise. If 
there are any disloyal teachers, they would not hesitate to swear to 
oaths of allegiance. Such being the case, loyalty oaths only hinder 
the progress of democratic education and suppress freedom of thought. 
While the opponents of teacher-oath legislation do not question the 
right of the state to enact such legislation, there arguments lead 
them to reason that such legislation is futile. Therefore, "limita-
tions of their freedom should be those that come from thorough pro-
fessional preparation and from membership in a profession". 
25 
CHAPI'ER III 
PROCEDURES USED IN GATHERING DATA 
This chapter outlines and shows in detail the procedures employed 
in gathering and presenting data for the present study. 
A) Methods of Securing Data 
In order to secure the present loyalty oath requirements for 
public school teachers, the following procedures were employed. 
1) Arranging addresses of state departments of 
education in alphabetical order. 
2) Construction of a letter requesting loyalty 
oath regulations of each state. (See Appendix B) 
3) Reviewing literature concerning loyalty oath 
requirements. 
4) Presentation of results by means of tables and 
lists. 
5) Statement of conclusions as indicated by the 
findings. 
The addresses of the state departments of education are listed 
alphabetically in Appendix A. 
Letters requesting copies of laws and oaths pertaining to public 
school teachers were sent to .the various state departments of education 






resulted in a one hundred percent return. 
A review of the literature in the field of loyalty oaths was also 
made. An extensive bibliography consisting of pertinent previous studies 
and periodicals was also constructed. Periodical references available at 
the Boston Public Library and Boston University were also utilized. Other 
sources used were: The Readers Guide; The Educational Index; and Good's 
Dictionary of Education. 
Upon the completion of this work, it was possible to summarize 
and draw the conclusions contained in Chapter V. 
Appendix A contains a list of state departments of education. 
Appendix B is a copy of the original letter sent to the state 
departments of education requesting data on loyalty oaths and loyalty 
oath legislation. 
CHAPTER IV 
Loyalty Oath Requirements 
For Public School Teachers 




TEn' OF LAW: 
Section 54-1002 as amended in 1943. Teachers · and administrative 
officers in public schools to take and subscribe to oath. Every 
teacher and administrative officer in public schools shall upon 
receiving a certificate to teach and before the delivery o£ the 
same, or at the time of signing a contract of employment as a teacher 
or administrative officer iri public schools for a period of service 
at a particular school, take and subscribe to the oath prescribed 
for, and administered to public officers, pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 12-301, before the state superintendent of public in-
struction, any county superintendent of schools, any justice of the 
peace or any other person qualified to administer oaths in Arizona, 
and shall file a copy of the same in the office of the state 
superintendent of public instruction. 
Section 54-1003. Duty of employing officers. It shall be un.: 
lawful for any officer, board, or person having the employment, 
dismissal or suspension of teachers, instructors, professors or 
administrative officers in any institution referred to herein to 
permit a person to serve as teacher, instructor, professor or 
administrative officer therein without having first complied with 
the provisions of this act. 
TEXT OF OATH: 
Section 12-301. Form of oath. Before any officer enters upon the 
duties of his office he must take and subscribe the following oath: 
STATE OF ARIZONA ) ss 
COUNTY OF •••••••••••••••••••• ) 
I, •••••••••••••••••••• do solemnly swear that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution and laws of 
the State of Arizona; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to 
the same, and defend them against all enemies whatsoever, and that I 
will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of the office of 
•••••••••••••••••••• according to the best of my ability, so help me 




Subscribed and sworn 
to before me this •••••••••••••••• day of 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 19 •••. 
Name of Official 





NOTE - The State Superintendent of Public Instruction, any County 
School Superintendent, or any Justice of the Peace is 
authorized to administer this oath. 
Mail to State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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CALIFORNIA 
TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 12100. Except as provided in this code, no certifica-
tion document shall be granted to any person unless and until he 
has subscribed to the following oath or affirmation: "I solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States of America, the Constitution of the State of Cali-
fornia, and the laws of the United States and the State of Cali-
fornia, and will by precept and example, promote respect for 
the Flag and the statutes of the United States and of the State 
of California, reverence for law and order, and undivided 
allegiance to the Government of the United States of America." 
The oath or affirmation shall be subscribed before any person 
authorized to administer oaths or before any member of the 
governing board of a school district or of any county board of 
education and filed with the State Board of Education. Any 
certificated person who is a citizen or subject of any country 
other than the United States, and who is employed in any 
capacity in any of the public schools of the State shall, before 
entering upon the discharge of his duties, subscribe to an oath 
to support the institutions .and policies of the United States 
during the period of his sojourn within the State. Upon the 
violation of any of the terms of the oath or affirmation, the State 
Board of Education shall suspend or revoke the credential which 





TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 235. Teachers' Oath of Allegiance - Copies filed- Any 
person now holding a certificate to teach in any public school in 
the state of Colorado or who shall hereafter be issued a certificate 
to teach in such public schools within the state of Colorado shall 
subscribe to the following oath or affirmation: 
"I solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution 
of the state of Colorado and of the United States of America and 
the laws of the state of Colorado and of the United States, and will 
teach, by precept and example, respect for the flags of the United 
States and of the state of Colorado, reverence for the law and order 
and undivided allegiance to the government of one country, the United 
States of America." 
The said oath or affirmation shall be executed in triplicate and 
one copy filed in the office of the state superintendent of public 
instruction, one copy retained by the applicant making such oath or 
affirmation and one copy shall be filed with the officer or board 
in charge of any such public school. 
Section 236. Teachers of private schools to take oath - Every 
teacher now teaching, or who may hereafter be employed to teach in 
any private or parochial school or in any academy, college, 
university or other institution of learning in the state of 
Colorado, shall before entering upon, or continuing, the discharge 
of his or her duties, be required to take the same oath or affirma-
tion of allegiance as that prescribed for public school teachers in 
the last preceding section. Such oath or affirmation shall be 
executed in triplicate and one copy filed in the office of the state 
superintendent of public instruction, one copy retained by the 
person making such oath or affirmation and one copy filed with the 
officer or board in charge of such private or parochial school, 
academy, college, university or other institution of learning in 
which such person is employed, or is to be employed, within the 
state of Colorado. 
Section 237. Violation of subdivision- Penalty- Any person 
who, being in charge of any public, private or parochial school or 
any academy, college, university or other institution of learning 
within the state of Colorado, who shall allow or permit any teacher 
to enter upon the discharge of his or her duties, or give instruc-
tion therein, unless such teacher shall have taken and subscribed 
to the oath or affirmation of allegiance provided for, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punish-
ed by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) or six 




TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 876.05. State employees; oath.--All persons who now 
or hereafter are employed by or who now or hereafter are on the 
payroll of the State of Florida, or any of its departments and 
agencies, subdivisions, counties, cities, school boards and 
districts of the free public school system of the state or 
counties, or institutions of higher learning and all candidates 
for public office, are hereby required to take an oath before 
any person duly authorized to take acknowledgments of instruments 
for public record in the State of Florida in the folloif~g form: 
"I, •••••••••••••••••••• , a citizen of the State of Florida and 
of the United States of America, and being employed by or an 
officer of the State of Florida, State Department of Education 
and a recipient of public funds as such employee or officer, do 
hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Consti-
tution of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I 
am not a member of the Communist Party; that I have not and will 
not lend my aid, support, advice, counsel or influence to the 
Communist Party; that I do not believe in the overthrow of the 
Government of the United States or of the State of Florida by 
force or violence; that I am not a member of any organization or 
party which believes in or teaches, directly or indirectly, the 
overthrow of the Government of the United States or of Florida by 
force or violence." 
And said oath shall be filed with the records of the governing 
official or employing governmental agency prior to the approval 






TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 32-1022. Teachers• oath - Every teacher in the public 
schools of this State whether elementary, high school, college or 
university, and all other employees, of the State or subdivision 
thereof drawing a weekly, monthly, or yearly salary, shall before 
entering upon the rlischarge of their duties, take and subscribe a 
solemn oath to uphold, support, and defend the Constitution and 
laws of this State and of the United States, and to refrain from 
directly or indirectly subscribing to or teaching any theory of 
government or economics or of social relations which is inconsis-
tent with the fundamental principles of patriotism and high ideals 
of Americanism. 
Section 32-1023. Form of oath prescribed qy State Superin-
tendent - The form of such oath shall be prescribed by the State 
Superintendent of Schools, and the oath of each teacher shall be 
filed in the office of the Superintendent of Schools of the county 
or other school system in which such teacher is employed; other 
employees shall file their oaths with the department in which 
they may be employed; which oaths shall be annually renewed. 
Section 32-1024. Teacher not to be employed unless oath taken -
No teacher or Eillployee who shall fail or refuse to take and sub-
scribe such oath shall be employed in any school, college, or 
university or other office or position of this State, or be paid 
from the public-school fund or by any other public fund. 
Section 32-9907. Any person violating the provisions of 
sections 32-1022, 32-1023, or 32-1024 relating to oath of 
teachers and other State employees shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and shall be discharged immediately from his or her 
position. 
(The joint resolution from which this section and sections 32-
1023, 32-1024, and 32-9907 were codified recites: 11Whereas, in 
order to perpetuate the principles of free government and preserve 
the high ideals upon which this Nation was founded and upon which 
our Constitution rests, it is necessary that the fundamental 
principles of patriotism and the ideals of Americanism be in-
culcated into and cultivated in the minds of our children; and 
whereas the public-school teachers and other employees of this 
State wield an influence upon the lives and minds of Georgia 
children second only to that of their parents; and whereas the 
State has been and is being flooded with propaganda and literature 
which seek the destruction of the high principles of government 




TEXT OF O.ATH: 
"I ••• ._ ••••••••••••••.•• , a citizen of the State of Georgia 
and of the United States and being an employee of ••••••••••• 
and the recipient of public funds for services rendered as 
such employee, do hereby solemnly swear and affirm that I will 
support the Constitution of the United States and the Consti-
tution of the State of Georgia, and that I am not a member 
of the Communist Party and that I have no sympathy for the 
doctrines of Communism and will not lend my aid, my support, 
rrry advice, my counsel nor my influence to the Conununist Party 
or to the teachings of Communism." 
INDIANA 
TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 28-5112. Oaths and Affirmations of Allegiance - Public 
school teachers. Every person who applies for a license, or any 
renewal thereof, to teach in any of the public schools of this 
state, shall subscribe to the following oath or affirmation: 
11 I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America, the Constitution of the 
state of Indiana and the laws of the United States and the state 
of Indiana, and will by precept and example, promote respect for 
the flag and the institutions of the United States and the state 
of Indiana, reverence for law and order and undivided allegiance 
to the government of the United States of America." 
Such oath or affirmation shall be executed in duplicate and one 
copy thereof shall be filed with the state superintendent of 
public instruction at the time when the application for a license 
is made and the other copy shall be retained by the person who 
subscribed to such oath or affinnation. No license shall be 
issued unless such oath shall have been filed. 
Section 28-5ll3 specifies that professors, instructors, and 
teachers in state supported universities and normal schools of 
the state shall subscribe to the aforesaid oath. 
Section 28-5114. Some who are not United States citizens are 
required to swear allegiance to the institutions and policies of 







TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 21-305. Oaths of public officers and employees; dis-
missal for failure to sign. Every officer and employee of the 
state, county, city or other municipality of the state, including 
members of the legislature, private and public school teachers 
and university and college professors and instructors shall be 
required to sign the following oath: 
"I, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• swear (or affirm) that I do 
not advocate, nor am I a member of any political party or organ-
ization that advocates the overthrow of the government of the 
United States or of the state by force or violence; and that 
during such time as I am an officer or employee of the ••••••••• 
•••••• , I will not advocate nor become a member of any political 
party or organization that advocat es the overthrow of the 
government of the United States or of this state by force or 
·violence." 
Any officer, member of the legislature, employee, teacher or 
instructor who shall refuse to sign the oath required by this 
section shall, in addition to other penalties prescribed in this 
act, be subject to immediate dismissal from office. 
Section 21-306. Unlawful acts against the government; 
definition. (a) It shall be unlawful for any person: (1) To 
knowingly or willfully advocate, abet, advise or teach the duty, 
necessity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroy-
ing any government in the United States by force or violence, or 
b,y the assassination of any officer of any such government; (2) 
with the intent to cause the overthrow or destruction of any 
government in the United States, to print, publish, edit, issue, 
circulate, sell, distribute, or publicly display any written or 
printed matter advocating, advising, or teaching the duty neces-
sity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroying 
any government in the United States by force or violence. (3) 
to organize or help to organize any society, group, or assembly 
of persons who teach, advocate, or encourage the overthrow or 
destruction of any government in the United States by force or 
violence; or to be or became a member of, or affiliate ~th, 
any such group or assembly of persons knowing the purposes 
thereof. (b) For the purposes of this section, the term "govern-
ment in the United States" means the government of the United 
States, or the government of this state. 
Section 21-307. Attempting or conspiring to commit acts pro-
hibited under 21-305 to 21-308. It shall be unlawful for any 
KANSAS 
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person to attempt to commit, or to conspire to commit, any of 
the acts prohibited by the provisions of this act. 
Section 21-308. Penalty for violating 21-305 to 21-308. 
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this act shall 
be deemed guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, be 
fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned for not 




TEXT OF LAW, lNCLUDING OATH: 
ACT NO. 284 
To declare the policy of preventing subversive activities by 
public employees, or by students in public educational institu-
tions; to require all public employees to take an oath or affirma-
tion to support the constitution and laws of the United States 
and of this State; to prohibit subversive activities by public 
employees, or students in educational institution; to require the 
dismissal of any public employee, or the expulsion of any student 
in a public educational institution, found guilty of subversive 
activities; and to provide and regulate the procedure for the 
trial, review and appeal of all persons charged with subversive 
activities prohibited here-in. 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 
Section 1. The Legislature of Louisiana does hereby take 
cognizance of the fact that much of the world is in a state of 
political unrest; that foreign agents and others who seek the 
overthrow or destruction of the government of the United States 
are known to be working in our country, and that such a situation 
presents a clear and present danger; and it is hereb,y declared 
to be public policy that subversive activities by any public 
employee, or by any student in a public educational institution 
in this State, should not be pennitted, and this act is enacted 
to prohibit such subversive activities. 
Section 2. No person owing allegiance to the lm.ited States 
hereafter shall be employed by any department, board, commission, 
or agency of the State of Louisiana, or of any political sub-
division or municipal corporation of the State of Louisiana un-
less and until he shall take and file with the administrative 
head of such department, board, commission or agency the 
following oath or affirmation: 
"I (A.B.), do solemnly swear (or affinn) that I will support 
the constitution and laws of the United States and the constitu-
tion and laws of this State; and I will faithfully and impartially 
discharge and perfonn all the duties inctunbent upon me as •••••••• 
• • • • • and according to the best of my ability and understanding. 
So help me God.11 
Section 3. Before any contract of employment between any 
person and a state department, board, commission, or agency of 






municipal corporation of the State of Louisiana is made or re-
newed after the effective date of this act, the oath or affirma-
tion prescribed in Section 2 hereof shall be taken and filed b,y 
the prospective employee. 
Section 4. No public employee, and no student in a public 
educational institution shall b,y word of mouth or writing know-
ingly or wilfully advocate, abet, advise, or teach, the duty, 
necessity, desirability, or propriety, of over-throwing or 
destroying the government of the United States or of any State 
or of any political sub-division thereof, by force, violence, or 
any other unlawful means, or the adherence to the government of 
any foreign nation in the event of war between the United States 
and such foreign government. 
"Public employee" as used in this act shall mean and include 
every officer or employee of any department, board, commission, 
or agency of the State of Louisiana, or of any political sub-
division or municipal corporation of the State of Louisiana. 
"Student in a public educational institution" as used in this 
act shall mean and include every student enrolled in any state 
supported trade school, vocational school, college .or university. 
Section 5. Any public employee found guilty of committing any 
act prohibited by Section 4 hereof shall be dismissed from his 
public employment. Any student in a public educational institu-
tion found guilty of committing any act prohibited b,y Section 4 
hereof shall be expelled from the public educational institution 





TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 10. No subversive person as defined in this Article 
shall be eligible for employment in, or appointment to any office, 
or any position of trust or profit in the government of, or in 
the administration of the business of this State, or of any 
county municipality, or municipality, or other political sub-
division of this state. 
Section 11. Every person and every board, commission, council, 
department, court, or other agency of the State of Maryland or 
any political sub-division thereof, who or which appoints or 
employs or supervises in any manner the appointment or employment 
of public officials or employees shall establish by rules, 
regulations or otherwise, procedures designed to ascertain before 
any person, including teachers and other employees of any public 
educational institution in this State, is appointed or employed, 
that he or she as the case may be, is not a subversive person, 
and that there are no reasonable grounds to believe such persons 
are subversive persons. In the event such reasonable grounds 
exist, he or she as the case may be shall not be appointed or 
employed. In securing any facts necessary to ascertain the in-
formation herein required, the applicant shall be required to 
sign a written statement containing answers to such inquiries as 
may be material, which statement shall contain notice that it is 
subject to the penalties of perjury. 
TEXT OF OATH: 
I, , do hereby certify that I am not a 
subversive person as defined in Chapter 86 of the Acts of the 
General Assembly of Maryland of 1949, namely, that I am not a 
person who commits, attempts to commit, or aids in the commission, 
or advocates, abets, advises or teaches by any means any person 
to commit, attempt to commit, or aid in the commission of any act 
intended to overthrow, destroy or alter, or to assist in the 
overthrow, destruction or alteration of, the constitutional form 
of the Government of the united States, or of the State of 
Maryland, or any political sub-division of either of them, by 
revolution, force, or violence. 
I do further certify that I am not a member of a subversive 
organization as defined in said Chapter 86, namely, that I am not 
a member of an organization which engages in or advocates, abets, 
advises, or teaches, or a purpose of which is to engage in or 
advocate, abet, advise or teach activities intended to overthrow 
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destroy or alter, or to assist in the overthrow, destruction or 
alteration of, the constitutional form of the government of the 
United States, or of the State of Maryland, or of any political 
sub-division of either of them, by revolution, force or violence. 
I further certify that I am not a member of a foreign organ-
ization as defined in said Chapter 86, namely, that I am not a 
member of any organization directed, dominated or controlled 
directly or indirectly by a foreign government which engages in 
or advocates, abets, advises, or teaches, or a purpose of which 
is to engage in or to advocate, abet, advise, or teach, activities 
intended to overthrow, destroy or alter, or to assist in the 
overthrow, destruction or alteration of the constitutional form 
of the government of, the United States, or of the State of 
Maryland, or of any political sub-division of either of them, and 
to establish in place thereof any form of government the direction 
and control of which is to be vested in, or exercised by or 
under, the domination or control of any foreign government, 
organization, or individual. 
I further certify and affirm that this statement is made with 
the knowledge that it is subject to the penalties of perjury 
described in Article 27, Section 531 of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland. Under the penalties of perjury I hereby certify and 
declare that all statements hereinabove contained are true and 
correct, and that I have made no material misstatement or con-
cealment of fact. 
IN WITNESS of truth of the statements hereinabove made, I 




TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 30A. Every citizen of the United States entering 
service, on or after October first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
five, as professor, instructor or teacher at any college, 
university, teachers' college, or public or private school, in the 
commonwealth shall, before entering upon the discharge of his 
duties, take and subscribe to, before an officer authorized b,y 
law to administer oaths, or, in case of a public school teacher, 
before the superintendent of schools or a member of the school 
committee of the city or town in whose school he is appointed to 
serv~, each of whom is hereby authorized to administer oaths and 
affirmations under this section, the following oath or affirmation: 
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and that I will faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the position of (insert name of position) 
according to the best of my ability." 
Such oath or affirmation shall be so taken and subscribed to 
by him in duplicate. One of such documents shall be filed with 
such superintendent of schools or principal officer of such 
college, university or school in the commonwealth and shall be 
transmitted by him to the commissioner of education, and the 
other shall be delivered by the subscriber to the board, institu-
tion or person employing him. No professor, instructor or 
teacher who is a citizen of the United States shall be permitted 
to enter upon his duties within the commonwealth unless and until 
such oath or affinnation shall have been so subscribed and one 
copy thereof so filed and the other so delivered. 
Section 2. Every citizen of the United States who, upon the 
effective date of this act, is in service as a professor, 
instructor or teacher at any college, university, teachers' 
college, or public or private school, in the commonwealth, shall 
within sixty days after said date comply with the pertinent 
provisions of section thirty A of chapter seventy-one of the 
General Laws, inserted therein by section one of this act. 
Section 2A. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
interfere in any way with the basic principle of the constitution 
which assures every citizen freedom of thought and speech and the 









Section 2. Section 30A of chapter 71 of the General Laws, in-
serted by section 1 of chapter 370 of the acts of 1935, is hereby 
further amended by adding at the end the following sentence:-
Whoever violates such oath or affirmation so far as it relates to 
the support of the constitution of the Uhited States and the con-
stitution of the Commonwealth, shall be punished by a fine of not 







TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDlNG OATH: 
Section 15.680. Teacher's certifi cate; duty to record; annul-
ment of; oath. Before any teacher's certificate shall be valid in 
any school district, the holder thereof shall record the same in 
the office of the county commissioner of schools of the county or 
in the office of the superintendent of schools of any school district 
of the first, second or third class or in the office of the super-
intendent of schools of any school district located wholly or · 
part~ within a village or city having a population of 10,000 or 
more where such person expects to teach. Such certificate shall 
not be liable to be annulled, except b,y the board or officer 
issuing such certificate, and for any cause which would have 
justified the withholding such certificate. 
Before any teacher's certificate shall be valid in this state, 
the holder thereof shall make and subscribe the following oath 
(or affirmation): 
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the consti-
tuti on of the United States of America and the constitution of the 
state of Michigan and that I will faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office of teacher according t o the best of my ability•" 
Any teacher's certificate issued after the effective date of 
this act shall have attached thereto or superimposed thereon said 
oath of allegiance signed by the teacher, a duplicate of which 
oath shall be signed and filed with the superintendent of public 
instruction; Provided, That said duplicate oath need not be so 
filed if the teacher has heretofore filed with the superintendent 
of public instruction an oath in the form herein prescribed. All 
teachers who hold certificates issued in this state prior to the 
effective date of this act shall file said oath with the super-
intendent of public instruction. The oath in all cases shall be 
notarized. Any oath in the :form herein prescribed heretofore 
:filed with the superintendent of public instruction shall be deemed 
to have been :filed in compliance with this act. This act is 
ordered to take immediat e effect. 
Section 15.701. From and after September 1, 1935, it shall be 
unlawful for any citizen of the United States to serve as a 
teacher, instructor or professor in any junior college, college 
or university of this state or any junior college, college or 
university whose property, or any part thereof, is exempt from 
taxation unless and until he ·or she shall have taken and sub-






"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
constitution of the United States of America and the constitution 
of the state of Michigan, and that I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of the position of •••••••••••••••••••••••• (title of posi-
tion and name of designation of junior college or university to be 
inserted) to which I am now or may subsequently be assigned, 
according to the best of my ability." 
The oath required by this section shall be notarized and trans-
mitted to the superintendent of public instruction, who shall 
file it in his office, where it shall be subject to public in-
spection. It shall be unlawful for an officer, person or board 
having control of the employment, dismissal or suspension of 
teachers, instructors or professors in such junior college, college 
or university to permit a person to serve in any such capacity 
therein in violation of the provisions of this section. This 
section shall not be construed to require a person to take such 
oath more than once during the time he or she is employed in the 
same junior college, college or university, though there be a 
change in the title or duties o~ the position: Provided, however, 
That this requirement shall not be construed as prohibiting such 
officer, person or board from employing for limited periods 
instructors or lecturers who are citizens of foreign countries. 
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TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 3. Every person and every board, commission, connell, 
department, court or other agency of the State of Mississippi or 
any poll tical subdivision thereof, who or which appoints or 
employs or supervises in any manner the appointment or employ-
ment of public officials or employees shall establish by rules, 
regulations or otherwise, procedures designed to ascertain before 
any person, including teachers and other employees of any public 
education institution in this state, is appointed or employed, 
that he or she as the case may be, is not a subversive person, 
and that there are no reasonable grounds to believe such persons 
are subversive persons. In the event such reasonable grounds 
exist, he or she as the case may be shall not be appointed or 
employed. In securing any facts necessary to ascertain the in-
formation herein required, the applicant shall be required to 
sign a written statement containing answers to such inquiries as 
may be material, which statement shall contain notice that it is 
subject to the penalties of perjury. 
Section 5. Every person, who on July 1, 1950, shall be in the 
employ of the State of Mississippi or of any political sub-
division thereof, other than those now holding elective office 
shall be required on or before August 1, 1950, to make a written 
statement which shall contain notice that it is subject to the 
penalties of perjury, that he or she is not a subversive person 
as defined in this act, namely, any person who commits, at-
tempts to commit, or aids in the commission, or advocates, abets, 
advises or teaches by any means any person to commit, attempt 
·'. to commit, or aid in the commission of any act intended to over-
throw, destroy or alter, or to assist in the overthrow, destruc-
tion or alteration of, the constitutional form of the government 
of the United States, or of the State of Mississippi, or any 
political subdivision of either of them, by revolution, force, 
violence, or other means not provided for or sanctioned by the 
Constitution of the State of Mississippi or the Constitution of 
the United States, or who is a member of a subversive organization 
or a foreign subversive organization, as more fully defined in 
this act. Such statement shall be prepared and execution re-
quired by the elected or appointed head of each department or 
institution of the state or any of its political subdivisions. 
Any person failing or refusing to execute such a statement or 
who admits he is a subversive person as defined in this act shall 
immediately be discharged. 
I





TEXT OF OATH: 
EMPLOYEE t S STATEMENT 
I, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , being in the employ of 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of the State of Mississippi do hereby state and affinn that I am 
not a subversive person as such term is defined in the Subversive 
Activities Act of 1950 (House Bill No. 450 of the Regular Ses-
sion of 1950, in which connection I further state that I under-
stand a "subversive person" to be defined in said act as any 
person who commits, attempts to commit, or aids in the commission, 
or advocates, abets, advises or teaches by any means any person to 
commit, attempt to commit, ·or aid in the commission of any act in-
tended to overthrow, destroy or alter, or to assist in the over-
throw, destruction or alteration of, the constitutional form of the 
government of the United States, or of the State of Mississippi, or 
any political subdivision of either of them, by revolution, force, 
violence, or other means not provided for or sanctioned by the 
Constitution of the State of Mississippi or the Constitution of 
the United States; and I further state and affirm that I am not 
a member of a subversive organization or a foreign subversive 
organization, as such terms are defined in said Subversive Acts 
of 1950. 
I further declare that this statement is made by me subject to 
the penalties for perjury as provided and set forth in said Sub-
versive Activities Act of ~950 for any material mis-statement of 
fact herein, and that for such purpose this statement shall be 
deemed to have been made under oath as provided in said act. 





TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 1327. Oath of office. Any person elected or appoint-
ed to any office mentioned in this title shall, before entering 
upon the discharge of the duties thereof, take the oath of office. 
In case such officer has a written appointment or commission, his 
oath shall be indorsed thereon; otherwise it may be taken orally; 
in either case it may be sworn to before any officer authorized 
to adminster all oaths relative to school business appertaining to 
their respective offices, without charge or fee. 
Section 1327.1. oath required of ersons a 1 for teaching 
positions. Every person who app ies for a contract or any renewa 
thereof, to teach in any of the public schools of this state, 
shall subscribe to the following oath or affirmation before some 
officer authorized b.Y law to administer oaths: 
"I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the consti-
tution of the Uhited States of America, the constitution of the 
State of Montana and the laws of the Uhited States and the State 
of Montana, and will, by precept and example, promote respect for 
the flag and the institutions of the United States and the State 
of Montana, reverence for law and order and undivided allegiance 
to the government of the Uhited States of America." 
Such oath or affirmat~on shall be executed in duplicate and 
one copy thereof shall be filed with the state superintendent of 
public instruction at the time when the application for a license 
is made, and the other copy shall be retained by the person who 
subscribed to such oath or affirmation. No such contract shall 
be entered into, or be effective, unless such oath shall have 
been filed. 
Section 1327 .2. oath required of instructors in state ed-
ucational institutions. Every professor, instructor or teacher 
who shall hereafter be employed by any university, normal school 
or college in this state which ·is supported in whole or in part by 
public funds, shall, before entering upon the discharge of his or 
her duties, subscribe to the oath or affirmation as prescribed in 
section 1327.1 before some officer authorized by law to administer 
oaths. Such oath or affirmation shall be executed in duplicate 
and one copy thereof shall be filed with the president of such 
university, normal school or college, and one copy shall be re-
tained by the person who subscribed to such oath or affirmation; 
provided.; however, the above requirement shall not apply to ex-
change professors or temporary employees. 
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Section 1. All persons in Nebraska, with the exception of 
executive and judicial officers and members of the Legisla_t.ure 
who are required to take the oath prescribed by Article XV, 
section 1, of the Constitution of Nebraska, who are paid from 
public funds for their services, including teachers and all other 
employees paid from public school .funds, shall be required to take 
and subscribe an oath in writ~g, before a person authorized to 
administer oaths in this state, and file same with the Secretary 
of State, or the county clerk of the county where such services 
are performed, which oath shall be as follows: 
"I, ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , do solemnly swear that I will 
support and defend the Constitution of the united States and 
the Constitution of the State of Nebraska, against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or for purpose of evasion; and that I will 
faithfully and impartially perfo~ the duties of the office 
of •••••••••••••••••• according to law, and to the best of my 
ability. And I do further swear that I do not advocate, nor am 
I a member of any political party or organization that advocates 
the overthrow of the government of the United States or of this 
state by force or violence; and that during such time as I am in 
this position I will not advocate nor become a member of any 
political party or organization that advocates the overthrow of 
the government of the United States or of this state by force or 
violence. So help me God. 11 
Section 2. (Applies to other officials). 
Section 3. If any false statement is made in taking either of 
the oaths prescribed in sections 1 and 2 of this act, the person 
making such false statement shall be deemed guilty of perjury as 
defined in section 28-701, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
punished as provided in section 28-701. No person convicted of 
perjury in taking the oath as prescribed in either section 1 or 
2 of this act, shall hold any nonelective position, job, or 
office for the State of Nebraska, or any political subdivision 
thereof, where the remuneration of such position, job, or office 
is paid in whole or in part by public ·money or funds of the 
State of Nebraska, or o£ any political subdivision thereof. 
Section 4. All persons engaged in teaching in the public 
schools of the State of Nebraska and all other employees paid 






11I, •••••••••••••••• , do believe in the United States of 
America as a government of the people, by the people, for the 
people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the 
governed; a democracy in a republic; an indissoluble nation of 
many sovereign states; a perfect union, one and inseparable; 
established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice 
and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives 
and fortunes. 
I acknowledge it to be my duty to inculcate in the hearts and 
minds of all pupils in my care, so far as it is in my power to 
do, (1) an understanding of the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the State of Nebraska, (2) a knowledge of the history of 
the nation and of the sacrifices that have been made in order that 
it might achieve its present greatness, (3) a love and devotion 
to the policies and institutions that have made America the 
finest country in the world in which to live, and (4) opposition 
to all organizations and activities that would destroy our 
present fonn of government." 
Section 5. Whenever an oath is required by sections 1 or 2 
of this act, the affirmation of a person conscientiously 
scrupulous of taking an oath shall have the same effect. 
Section 6. That original section 11-101, Revised Statutes 
of Nebraska, 1943, is repealed. 
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TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 5685. School Officers to Administer Oaths. The super-
intendent of public instruction and the deputy superintendents of 
public instruction are hereby authorized to administer the oath 
(or affirmation) to teachers, and all other oaths, affirmations, or 
affidavits relating to public schools; provided, that county high 
school principals and city superintendents may administer all oaths 
of office, affirmations and affidavits relating to the public 
schools of their own districts. 
Section 5686. Official Oath for Teachers--Form of Oath. Each 
and every teacher employed in this state, whose compensation is 
payable out of the public funds, shall take and subscribe to the 
oath as prescribed by the fifteenth article of the state consti-
tution before entering upon the discharge of the duties of such 
teacher. Such oath, when so taken and subscribed to, shall if 
that of a teacher in the state university, be filed in the office 
of the board of regents; if of any other class of teachers, the 
same shall be filed in the office of the deputy superintendent 
of public instruction. 
The oath is as follows: 
I, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support, protect and defend the constitution and 
government of the United States, and the constitution and govern-
ment of the State of Nevada, against all enemies, whether domestic 
or foreign, and that I will bear true faith, allegiance, and 
loyalty to the same, any ordinance, resolution or law of any state 
convention or legislature to the contrary notwithstanding. And 
further, that I will well and faithfully perform all the duties 
of teacher on which I am about to enter (if an oath) 11so help me 
God"; (if an affirmation) "under the pains and penalties of 
perjury." 
Sworn and subscribed to before me a ••••••••••••••••••• ~ of the 
county of •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• and State of Nevada, this 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • day of • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • An.no 






TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
An Act Prohibiting The Advocating of Doctrines of Communism or 
Overthrow of Government By Force In Public or State Approved 
Schools or State Institutions, In The State. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court convened: 
1. Prohibition. No teacher shall advocate communism as a 
political doctrine or any other doctrine which includes the over-
throw by force of the government of the United States or of this 
state in any public or state approved school or in any state 
institution. 
2. Oath Required. All persons engaged directly or indirectly 
in teaching in public or state approved schools or in any state 
institution shall take an oath in writing before a person author-
ized to administer oaths in this state and this oath shall be as 
follows: 
I, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support and defend the constitution of the United 
States and the constitution of the State of New Hampshire against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I 
will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I am 
about to enter. 
And I do further swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate, nor 
am I a member of any political party or organization which ad-
vocates the overthrow of the government of the United States or of 
this state by force or violence; and that during such time as I 
am a teacher in any school or institution in New Hampshire, I will 
not advocate nor become a member of any political party or organ-
ization which advocates the overthrow of the government of the 
United States or of this state by force or violence. 
(Signature) ••••••••••••••••.••.••.•••••• 
The State of New Hampshire 
County of •..............•••••• • 19 •.••. 
On the above date personally appeared known to me to be 
the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument 
and acknowled that executed the same for the purposes therein 
contained. 
..................................... 




3. Penalty. Any teacher as defined in section 1 who refuses 
to take the oath prescribed in section 2 or who violates said 
oath after taking same shall forthwith be dismissed from his 
position as a teacher and shall no longer be eligible for any 
position connected with teaching in this state. 
4. Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the attorney-general 
to administer the provisions of this act, so that the oaths re-
quired hereunder are taken and provide for the dismissal of 
those ineligible to teach as provided in section 3. 
5. The provisions of section 2 and 3 of this act shall not 
apply to bona fide exchange professors or teachers who are not 
citizens of the United States provided that they declare their 
citizenship and nationality. 





TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 18:13-9.1. Every person, whose application is pend-
ing, or who hereafter applies for a license, or any renewal 
thereof, to teach or supervise in any of the public schools of 
this State shall subscribe to the oath of allegiance and office 
prescribed in section 41:1-3 of the Revised Statutes. 
Such oath or affirmation shall be executed in duplicate and one 
copy thereof shall be filed with the county superintendent and by 
him transmitted to the commissioner and the other copy thereof 
shall be retained by the person subscribing to such oath or 
affirmation to be by him or her delivered to the board or boqy, 
person or persons, employing him or her within this State. 
No certificate shall be issued unless such oath or affirmation 
shall have been filed. 
The oath may be subscribed before any officer authorized by 
law to administer oaths and any county superintendent, president, 
secretary or district clerk of a board of education of this State 
may administer the oath referred to in this section and sections 
18:13-9.2 and~ 18:13-9.3 of this Title. 
Section 18:13-9.2. Every professor, instructor, teacher or 
person employed :in any teaching capacity who shall be employed 
hereafter by, or in, any college, university, teachers college, 
or other school in this State which is supported :in whole or in 
part qy public funds, directly or through contract or otherwise 
with the State Board of Education, sbali, before entering upon 
the discharge of his or her duties subscribe to the oath of 
allegiance and office prescribed in section 41:1-3 of the~vised 
Statutes, before an officer authorized by law to administer oaths. 
A copy of such oath shall be filed with the board or boqy, person 
or persons employing him or her within this State. 
This act shall take effect immediately. 
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II- NEW JERSEY 
(Continued) 





OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
I, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution of the State of New Jersey, and that I will 
faithfully discharge the duties of •••••••••••••••••••••, accord-
ing to the best of my ability. (teacher, principal, et!.) 
I do further solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the United States and 
the Constitution of this State and to the Governments established 
in the United States and in this State, under the authority of the 
people; and will defend them against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I do not believe in, advocate or advise the use of 
force, or violence, or other unlawful or unconstitutional means, 
to overthrow or make any change in the Government established in 
the United States or in this State; and that I am not a member of 
or affiliated with any organization, association, party, group or 
combination of persons, which approves, advocates, advises or 
practices the use of force, or violence, or other unlawful or 
unconstitutional means, to overthrow or make any change in either 
of the Governments so established; and that I am not bound by any 
allegiance to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty 
whatever. So help me God. 
Sworn to before me this •••••••••••••••••••••~ 
day of ••••.••..........•.. , 19... . .......................... . 
(Signature) 
..••.••..•.••.............•..•••...•. 
(Name of official administering oath) 
..................................... 
*(Title of official) 
I have been employed to teach in ••••••••••••••• County of •••••• 
*County Superintendent, president, secretary or district clerk 
or other officer authorized by law to administer oath. 
THIS OATH MUST BE EXECUTED Dl DUPLICATE. ONE COPY IS FILED VlfiTH 
THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT TO BE T.RA.i'lSMITTED TO THE COMMISSIONER 
OF EDUCATION AND THE DrHER WITH THE EMPIDYING BOARD. 
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NEW YORK 
TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 709. After October first, nineteen hundred thirty-
four, it shall be unlawful for any citizen of the United States 
to serve as teacher, instructor or professor in any school or 
institution in the public school system of the state or in any 
school, college, university or other educational institution in 
this state, whose real property or any part of it is exempt 
from taxation, under section four of the tax law unless and 
until he or she shall have taken and subscribed the following 
oath or affirmation: 
11 I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I w:ill support the 
constitution of the United States of America and the constitution 
of the state of New York, and that I will faithfully discharge, 
according to the best of my ability, the duties of the position 
of ••••••••••••••••••••••••• (title of position and name or 
designation of school, college, university or institution to be 
here inserted), to which I am now assigned." 
The oath required by this section shall be administered by 
the president or other head of such school, college, university 
or institution, or by the officer or person, or in the case of 
a board or body by a member of the board or body, having 
authority to employ such person as a teacher, instructor or 
professor in such school, college, university or institution, 
and each is hereby authorized to administer it. The officer, 
person or member administering such oath shall cause a record 
or notation of the fact to be made in the books or records of 
the school, college, university or institution, and forthwith 
transmit the oath as taken and subscribed to the commissioner of 
education, who shall file it in his office, where it shall be 
subject to public inspection. It shall be unlawful for an 
officer, person or board having control of the employment, dis-
missal or suspension of teachers, instructors or professors in 
such a school, college, university or institution, to permit a 
person to serve in any such capacity therein in violation of the 
provisions of this section. This section shall not be construed 
to require a person to take such oath more than once during the 
time he or she is employed in the same school, college, uni-
versity or institution, though there be a change in the title 
or duties of the position. 
The provisions of section thirty of the civil service law 
shall not apply to a person who is required to take the oath 
prescribed by this section. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDING OATH: 
Section 15-3701. Teachers' Oath- Every person who applies 
for a certificate to teach in any of the public schools of the 
state, or for a renewal thereof, shall subscribe to the following 
oath or affirmation: 
11 I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
constitution of the United States and the constitution of the 
state of North Dakota, and that I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of my position, according to the best of my ability." 
The oath or affirmation shall be executed in duplicate, and 
one copy thereof shall be filed with the superintendent of public 
instruction when the application for a certificate is made, and 
the other copy shall be retained by the person who subscribes to 
such oath or affirmation. No certificate shall be issued unless 
such oath or affirmation shall have been filed. 
Section 15-3702. Faculty Members of State Institutions to 
Take Oath. Every professor, instructor, or teacher employed by 
any university, college, or normal school in this state which is 
supported in whole or j.n part by public fllllds, before entering 
upon the discharge of his duties, shall take the oath .or affirma-
tion prescribed in this chapter. The oath shall be executed in 
duplicate and one copy shall be filed with the state board of 
higher education, and one copy shall be retained by the person 
who subscribes thereto. 
Section 15-3703. Oath of Aliens as Members of Faculty of 
State Institutions. Any person who is a citizen or subject of 
any country other than the United States and who is employed as 
a professor, instructor, or teacher in any university, college, 
or normal school in this state which is supported in whole or in 
part qy public funds, before entering upon the discharge of his 
duties, shall subscribe to an oath to support the institutions 
and policies of the United States during the period of his sojourn 
within the state. 
Section 15-3704. Who May Administer Oaths. The several 
township supervisors, school directors, members of the state 
board of higher education, and members of school boards and 




TEXT OF LAW, INCLUDJNG OATH: 
Section 1. Every officer and every employee of the State, 
county, school district, municipality, public agency, public 
authority, or public district shall within the first thirty (30) 
days after taking office, or within the first thirty (30) days 
of such employment, take and subscribe to the oath or affirma-
tion required by this Act. Persons now holding any such public 
office or public employment shall take said oath within -thirty 
(30) days from the effective date of this Act; provided, that 
public officers or public employees who are on authorized leave 
on the thirtieth (30th) day after the effective date of this Act 
shall take and subscribe said oath or affirmation within thirty 
(30) days after returning to work or to the duties of the office 
held by such person. Any officer or employee of the State, 
county, school district, municipality, public agency, public 
authority, or public district who fails to take and subscribe the 
oath or affirmation required by this Act wi. thin the time specified 
in this Section, shall forfeit his or her office or employment. 
Section 2. The oath or affirmation required by this Act shall 
be the following: 
I, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the Constitution of the United States and the Consti-
tution of the State of Oklahoma; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and 
that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I 
am about to enter. 
And I do further swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate, nor 
am I a member of any party or organization, political or other-
wise, that now advocates the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States or of the State of Oklahoma by force or violence or 
other unlawful means; That I am not affiliated directly or in-
directly with the Communist Party, the Third Communist Inter-
national, with any foreign political agency, party, organization 
or Government, or with any agency, party, organization, 
association, or group whatever which has been officially deter-
mined by the United States Attorney General or other authorized 
agency of the United States to be a communist front or subversive 
organization; nor do I advocate revolution, teach or justify a 
program of sabotage, force or violence, sedition or treason, 




do I advocate directly or indirectly, t each or justify by any 
means whatsoever, the overthrow of the Government of the United 
States or of this State, or change in the form of Government 
thereof, by force or any unlawful means; that I will take up arms 
in the defense of the United States in time of War, or National 
Emergency, if necessary; that within the five (5) years immediately 
preceding the taking of this oath (or affirmation) I have not been 
a member of the Communist Party, the Third Communist International, 
or of any agency, party, organization, association, or group what-
ever which has been officially determined by the United States 
Attorney General or other authorized public agency of the United 
States to be a communist front or subversive organization, or of 
any party or organization, political or otherwise, that advocated 
the overthrow of the Government o:f the United States or of the 
State of Oklahoma by force or violence or other unlawful means; 
And I do further swear (or affinn) that during such time as I 
am 
------~(~H~e-r-e--pu-t~n-am __ e __ o~f~o~f~f~ic-e-,--o-r-,~if~-an--em--p~l~o-y_e_e-,~)--------
insert 1An employee of' followed by the complete designation of 
the employing officer, office, agency, authority, commission, 
department or institution. 
I will not advocate and that I will not become a member of any 
party or organization, political or otherwise, that advocates the 
overthrow of the Government of the United States or of the State 
of Oklahoma by force or violence or other unlawful means. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the _____ day of 
-----------------
' 19 • 
Notary Public, or other officer author-
ized to Administer Oaths or Affirma-
tions. 
The above provisions shall be cumulative to other require-




Section 3. The oath or affi.rma tion required by this Act shall 
be filed b.1 the officer or employee executing it with the officer, 
board, authority or commission having control of the office, 
agency, authority, department, commission, or institution in or 
for which the person executing the oath or affirmation is employed 
or appointed or to which said person is elected; and the officer, 
board, authority or commission having such control shall, in the 
case of a state office, agency, department, authority, or insti-
tution, file same with the Secretary of State, together with the 
oath or affirmation or oaths or affirmations of the said con-
trolling officer, board, authority, or commission, and in the case 
of a county, school district, or municipal office, agency, 
authority, department or institution, such oaths or affirmations 
shall be filed by the controlling officer, board, agency, 
authority, or commission with the county clerk. Every such con-
trolling officer, board, agency, authority, or commission shall 
keep an official record of all such oaths or affirmations re-
ceived by him or it, and filed with the Secretary of State or County 
Clerk, as the case may be, as required b.y this Section. 
Section 4. The oath or affirmation may be taken before any 
officer authorized to administer oaths or affirmations. No fee 
shall be charged by any person before whom the oath or affirmation 
is taken and subscribed. 
Section 5. No compensation nor reimbursement for expenses 
incurred shall be paid to any public officer or employee by any 
public agency unless such officer or employee has taken and sub-
scribed to the oath or affirmation required by this Act. It shall 
be the duty of the person certifying to public pay rolls to 
ascertain and certify that every officer or employee thereon has 
taken such oath or affirmation. 
Section 6. Every public officer or employee who, in taking and 
subscribing to the oath or affirmation required b.1 this Act, states 
as true any material matter which he knows to be false, is guilty 
of perjury, and is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 
not less than one (1) nor more than fourteen (14) years; and in 
addition thereto, shall forfeit any public office or employment 





Every public officer or employee having taken and 
the oath or affirmation required by this Act, who, 
such office, or while in the employment of, or 




municipality, public agency, public authority, or public district, 
advocates or becomes a member of any party or organization, politi-
cal or otherwise, that advocates the overthrow of the United States 
or of the State of Oklahoma by force or violence or other unlaw.f'ul 
means, is guilty of a felony and is punishable by imprisonment in 
the state prison not less than one (1) nor more than fourteen (14) 
years; and in addition thereto, shall forfeit any public office or 
employment held by such person. 
Section 8. Section 32, Title 51, Oklahoma Statutes, 1941, as 
amended by Section 1, Chapter 1, Title 51, Oklahoma Session Laws, 
1945, is hereby repealed. 
Section 9. If any provision of this Act, or any word, phrase, 
clause, sentence, or other portion of the oath or affirmation set 
out in Section 2 of this Act, or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not 
affect the other portions, provisions or applications of this Act, 
or of said oath or affirmation, which can be given effect without 
the invalid portion, provision or application, and to this end the 
provisions of this Act, and of said oath or affirmation are de-
clared to be severable. 
Section 10. It being immediately necessar.y for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety, an ~ergency is hereby 
declared to exist, by reason whereof this Act shall take effect 
and be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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OREGON 
TEXT OF LAW, lNCLUDING OATH: 
Section lll-2102. Oath of Allegiance: Public School Teachers: 
Fonn: Filing. Any person entering into a contract to teach in the 
public schools of the state shall, as a part of the contract, 
subscribe to the following oath or affirmation: 
"I solemnly swear, or affirm, that I will support the consti-
tution of the state of Oregon * * * and the laws enacted there-
under, and that I will teach, by precept and example, respect for 
the flags of the United .States and of the state of Oregon; * * * 
reverence for law and order and undivided allegiance to the govern-
ment of our country, the United States of America." 
The said oath or affirmation, duly signed, shall be filed in the 
office of the examiner issuing the certificate and a copy shall be 
given to the applicant making the oath and affirmation. 
Section lll-2103. Teachers in private schools, academies, 
colleges, universities, etc.; Form of oath; Filing copy; Exchange 
professors excepted. Every teacher now or hereafter employed in 
a private or parochial school or in any academy, college, uni-
versity or other institution or (of) learning in this state shall, 
before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, take the 
same oath or affirmation of allegiance as that prescribed for 
public school teachers in section lll-2102. Such oath or affirma-
tion shall be taken and subscribed to before some officer author-
ized b,y the state to administer oaths, and a copy of the oath or 
affirmation shall be filed with the officer or board in charge of 
such private or parochial school or other institution of learning. 
The above requirements shall not apply to exchange professors or 
teachers whose term of service is temporary, and who do ·not be-
come permanent residents of the United States. 
Section lll-2104. Violation of Act a misdemeanor; Penalty. 
Whoever being in charge of any public, private or parochial 
school, or any academy, college, university or other institution 
of learning shall allow or permit any teacher to enter upon the 
discharge of his duties, or to give instruction therein unless 
such teacher shall have taken and subscribed to the oath or 
affirmation of allegiance provided for in sections lll-2102 and 
lll-2103 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than $100. 
63. 
RHODE ISLAND 
TEACHER 1 S PLEDGE OF LOYALTY 
I, as a teacher and citizen, pledge allegiance to the United 
States of America, to the State of Rhode Island and to the American 
public school system. 
I solemnly promise to support the constitution and laws of 
Nation and State, to acquaint myself with the laws of the State 
relating to public education, and also the regulations and in-
structions of my official superiors, and faithfully carry them out. 
I further promise to protect the school rights of my pupils, to 
conserve the democracy of school citizenship, to honor public ed-
ucation as a principle of free government, to respect the pro-
fession of education as public service, and to observe its ethical 
principles and rules of professional conduct. 
I pledge myself to neglect no opportunity to teach the children 
committed to my care loyalty to Nation and State, honor to the 
Flag, obedience to law and government, respect for public servants 
entrusted for the time being with the functions of government, 
faith in government by the people, fealty to the civic principles 
of freedom, equal rights and human brotherhood, and the duty of 
every citizen to render service for the common welfare. 
I shall endeavor to exemplify in my own lif'e and conduct in 
and out of school the social virtues of fairness, kindliness and 
service as ideals of good citizenship. 
I affirm, in recognition of my official obligation, that, 
though as a citizen I have the right of personal opinion, as a 
teacher of the public's children I have no right, either in 
school hours, or in the presence of my pupils out of school hours, 
to express opinions that conflict with honor to country, loyalty 
to American ideals, and obedience to and respect for the laws of 
Nation and State. 
In all this I pledge my sacred honor and subscribe to a solemn 
oath that I will faithfully perform to the best of my ability all 
the duties of the office of teacher in the public schools • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ••••••••• 
day of .............. . at ................• 







TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 15.3702. No teacher's certificate of any grade shall 
hereafter be issued unless the applicant shall first take and 
subscribe to an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and of the state of South Dakota, which shall be kept on 
file in the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction or his deputy and the 
county superintendent or his deputy are hereby authorized to ad-
minister the oath required under this chapter; said oath of al-
legiance may also be administered by any other officer authorized 
by law to administer oaths. 
Any teacher who shall have publicly reviled, ridiculed, or 
otherwise spoken or acted with disrespect and contumacy toward 
the flag of the United States or its official uniforms or in-
signia, or toward the system of goverrunent of the United States 
and its Constitution, or shall refuse to take and subscribe the 
oath of allegiance hereinbefore required, shall thereafter be 
disqualified forever to teach in any public or private school 
within this state, and the certificate of any teacher shall be 
revoked by the Superintendent of Public Instruction upon satis-
factory proof of the commission of any such offense. 
Section 15.3804. No teacher shall hereafter be employed in 
any private, parochial or public school or in any other ed-
ucational institution within this state who shall not have taken 
an oath of allegiance to support the Constitution of the United 
States and the state of South Dakota, either preliminary to the 
issuance of his certificate to teach or at the time of his 
employment; in the case of employment such oath shall be attached 




TEXT OF OATH: 
TEACHERS' OATH 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, ) sa 
County of ••••••••••••••••••••• ) 
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the 
United States and that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the state of South 
Dakota. 
(Signature) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Subscribed and sworn to before 
me this ••••••••• day of •••••• 19 ••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Title of Officer Administering the Oath 
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TENNESSEE 
TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Tennessee, That all persons now teaching or who may hereafter 
be employed as teachers in any school supported .in whole or in 
part b,y public funds of the State, County or municipality, shall 
be required to take and subscribe to an oath to support the 
Constitution of the State of Tennessee and of the United States 
of America. 
Section 2. Be it further enacted, That any person who is an 
applicant for a position as teacher in the schools above referred 
to who refuses to take such oath shall not be employed, and those 
who are now employed and who refuse to take the oath above re-
ferred to, shall be immediately dismissed from the service. 
Section J. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict with this Act be, and the same are hereby re-
pealed, and this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, 
the public welfare requiring it. 
FORM OF OATH: 
No form is prescribed by the State Department of Education for 
statewide use, each county or city, being permitted to select its 
own form, so long as · it contains the elements required on the 
law. 
TEXAS 
TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 1. That on and after the date this Act becomes ef-
fective, no public funds may 'be paid to any person as a teacher, 
instructor, visiting instructor, or other employee in, for or 
connected with any tax-supported school, college, university or 
other tax-supported institution of learning in this state, unless 
and until such person shall have taken the oath of office required 
to be taken b.r members of the Legislature and all other officers, 
as provided in Article XVI, Section 1, as amended by amendment 
adopted November 8, 1939. 
Section 2. Exempting foreign visiting instructors, refugees 
and political refugees from conquered countries from the provisions 
set out in Section 1 of this Act, and providing that such foreign 
visiting instructors, refugees and political refugees from con-
quered countries shall file an affidavit, on form to be prescribed 
by the Attorney General of the State of Texas, stating, among 
other things, that they are not members of the Communist, Fascist 
or Nazi Parties, nor members of any Bund, or any affiliated 
organization, and further stating that they will not engage in 
any un-American activities, not teach any doctrines contrary to 
the Constitution and Laws of the United States of America or of 
the State of Texas. 
Section 3. That any teacher or instructor of any tax-supported 
school, college, university or other institution of learning in 
this State who shall have been found guilty of openly advocating 
doctrines which seek to undenn.ine or overthrow by force or vio-
lence the republican and democratic forms of government in the 
United States, or which in any way seek to establish a govern-
ment that does not rest upon the fundamental principle of the 
consent of the governed, upon and after a full hearing by the 
employing or appointing authority of such teacher or instructor, 
shall be dismissed from such service. 
Section 4. The fact that much of the world is in a state of 
war, that fifth column enemies of America are openly declared to 
be working in our country, and subversive to teachings are a 
threat and actual danger to our public educational funds and our 
government and nation as a whole creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days be suspended and that said 
Rule is hereby suspended, and this Act shall take effect and be 




FORM OF OATH: 
Section 1. Official Oath.--Members of the Legislature, and 
all officers, before they enter upon the duties of their offices, 
shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: 
11I •••••••••••••••••••• do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I 
will faithfully execute the duties of the office of ••••••••••••• 
•••••••••• of the State of Texas, and will to the best of my 
ability preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution and laws 
of the United States and of this State; and I furthermore 
solemnly swear (or af.firm), that I have not directly nor in-
directly paid, o.ffered, or promised to pay, contributed, nor 
promised to contribute any money, or valuable thing, or promised 
any public office or employment, as a reward for the giving or 
withholding a vote at the election at which I was elected. So 
help me God." 
69 
VERMONT 
TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 4301. A superintendent, principal or teacher in a 
public school of the state, or a professor, instructor or teacher 
who shall be employed hereafter by a university, college, or 
normal school in the state, which is supported :in whole or in 
part by public funds, or in a private school or other educational 
institution accepted by the state department of education as 
furnishing equivalent education, shall before entering upon the 
discharge of his or her duties, subscribe to an oath or affirma-
tion to support the constitution of the United States of America, 
the constitution of the state of Vermont, and the laws of the 
United States and the state of Vermont; provided, however, that 
such oath shall not be required of any person so employed who is 
a citizen of a foreign country; and a person so employed shall 
not indulge in, give or permit, either direct~ or indirectly, 
any instruction, propaganda or activity in connection with such 
school, university, college or normal school, contrary to or 
subversive of the constitution and laws of the United States or 
of the state of Vermont, but shall so organize, administer and 
conduct such school, university, college or normal school as most 
effectively will promote ethical character, good ci~izenship and 
patriotic loyalty to the United States and to its constitution 
and laws. 
TEXT OF OATH: 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the consti-
tution of the United States and of the State of Vermont and the 
laws of the United States and of the State of Vermont, so help 
me God. 
(Signature)•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this •••••• day of •••••• 19 •••••• 
at .•.••••.•••..••.•••••.•••.•.•••.••••••••••.• 
···························~········ Notary Public 
70 
VffiGINIA 
TEXT OF LA.W: 
Section 664. Written contracts to be made with teacher •••• 
Written contracts shall be made by the school board with all 
public school teachers, except those temporarily employed ~s 
substitute teachers, before they enter upon their duties, in a 
form to be prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Such contracts must be signed in duplicate, each party holding a 
copy thereof. 
TEXT OF OATH: 
CONTRACT WITH TEACHERS 
This article of agreement, between the SCHOOL BOARD OF •••••••• 
State of Virginia, of the first part, and •••••••••••••••••• of the 
second part; 
WITNESSETH, That the said party of the second part subject to 
the authority of the said school board under the supervision and 
control of the division superintendent agrees to teach in the 
schools administered by said school board under the following 
condition, to-wit: 
.............................. 
5. The said teacher hereby swears or affinns allegiance and 
loyalty to the Government of the United States • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
In witness whereof, the parties hereunto have set their hands 
and seals, this ••••.••••••••••• day of •••.••••••••••••••• , 19 •••• 
• · •. · ....•.•.•..........•• (L.S.) 
Chairman of the Board 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••(L.S.) 






TEXT OF LAW, JNCLUDING OATH: 
Section 4966-1. That every person applying for a license to 
teach or renewing an existing contract, in the State of Washington, 
shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirmat~on: 
"I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Consti-
tution and laws of the United States of America and of the State 
of Washington, and will b.1 precept and example promote respect 
for the flag and the institutions of the United States of America 
and the State of Washington, reverence for law and order and un-
divided allegiance to the government of the United States." 
No license to teach in the State of Washington shall be issued, 
or contract, or renewal thereof, signed b.1 any school board, 
unless it shall affirmatively appear on said license or in said 
contract, or renewal thereof that such teacher has taken, sub-
scribed and filed therewith the foregoing oath or affirmation. 
Section 4966-2. Every professor, instructor or teacher, who 
shall be employed hereafter or whose contract may be renewed by 
any state institution of higher education, or any school supported 
in whole or in part by public funds, or is entirely or in part 
exempt from taxation, shall before entering upon the discharge of 
his or her duties subscribe to the oath or affirmation prescribed 
in section 4966-1 before a person author ized by law to administer 
oaths and/or affirmations, such oath or affirmation to be executed 
in duplicate and one copy filed with the head of such institution 
and the other retained by such deponent. 
Section 4966-3. The clerks of school boards are hereby author-
ized to administer the oath required by this act. 
Section 4966-4. It shall be unlawful for any person authorized 
to issue license to teach or any school board to hereafter issue 
any new license to teach in the state or execute any contract or 
renewal thereof with any person or persons who fail or refuse to 
execute the oath or affirmation herein provided, and any contract 
executed or renewed or license i ssued in violation hereof shall 
be and is hereby declared to be null and void. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
TEXT OF LAW: 
Section 1807. Oath Required of Teachers; Failure to Take; 
Penalties. Every teacher shall, at the time of signing the yearly 
contract to teach, take an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of West Virginia, 
and to honestly demean himself in the teaching profession, and to 
the best of his ability execute his position of teacher. Such oath 
shall be taken before a notary authorized to take oaths, or before 
a (school trustee or) member of the board of education of the 
district in which such contract is made; but no (trustee or) member 
of the board of education shall charge for administering such oath. 
If any such teacher enters upon the discharge of the duties per-
taining to his empl oyment without having taken the prescribed oath, 
he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not less than five or more than twenty dollars, each 
month to be classed as a separate offense. If the secretary of the 
board of education shall issue and deliver an order or draft to any 
teacher in payment of his compensation, without such oath having 
been filed beforehand in his office, he shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less 
than ten or more than twenty dollars; and the order so issued and 
delivered to said teacher shall be illegal, invalid and of no 
effect. 
TEXT OF OATH: 
TEACHER Is OATH 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
•••••.•••••••••••••••• County, to-wit: 
I, •••••••••••••••••••••• , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
will support the Constitution of the United States and the Consti-
tution of the State of West Virginia, and that I will honestly de-
mean myself in the teaching profession, and that I will to the 
best of my ability execute my positi on of teacher • 
• • . . . . . . • . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • , Teacher 
Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public (or) 
a member of the board of education, of said county, in my said 
county, this ••••••• day of ••••••••••••••••• , 19 •••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Notary Public 
Member of the Board of Education 
(Strike out inapplicable description of office, 
so as to show offi cial capacity of officer.) 
My commission expires •••••••••••••••••••••••• , 19 ••• • 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY 
This study was intended to ascertain the extent of teacher-oath 
legislation on the state level in the forty-eight states in the United 
States. Letters were mailed to the forty-eight state departments of 
education on April 10, 1951. The last reply was received June 4, 1951. 
The data based on the information received by the writer will be found 
in Chapter IV. 
The states which require oaths of their teachers are listed alpha-
betically in Chapter IV. Beneath the heading of each state is the 
text of the law which enacted the oath and the oath form to which teach-
ers are to subscribe. Thus this thesis has answered the three basic 
questions which were a part of its intended purpose, mainly: 
1) Which states require loyalty oaths of their public 
school teachers? 
2) What is the language of the law which enacted the oath? 
3) What is the language of the oath? 
Table I shows in detail which states require loyalty oaths of 
their teachers, which states have no statutory requirement, and 
which states legislation is either pending or has recently been de-
feated. 
Table II shows in detail the year in which the present legisla-
tion was enacted. Table II also shows the persons to whom the legisla-
tion applies. In some cases teachers are required to take oaths de-
manded of all state or municipal employees. In most cases, however, 
legislation is directed specifically at teachers. Therefore, it was 
deemed wise to separate those states which have legislation applying 
only to teachers and those states which include teachers in a wider 
classification of state or municipal employees. This table is in-
tended to serve that purpose. 
Table III shows in detail the time when teachers are to subscribe 
to the oath. Some states require the oath as a condition of certi-
fication, others as a part of each employment contract, and yet others 
at the initial employment only. Thus with the combination of Table II 
and III this thesis has answered the two remaining questions which were 
part of its intended purpose, mainly: 
1) When was the law enacted? 
2) When is the oath taken? 
Previous to World War I, teacher-oath legislation could be class-
ified as minimal. In the period between the two World Wars, however, 
teacher-oath legislation became more prevalent. In this period nine-
teen of the total twenty-nine states passed legislation requiring 
public school teachers to subscribe to oaths of loyalty. While there 
may have been more than nineteen states which passed legislation in 
this period, the nineteen states referred to, still have these laws in 
force. 
A major part of the legislation, previous to World War II, was 
aimed specifically at teachers. The oaths under this legislation 
usually required teachers to swear or affirm that they would support 
the Constitution of the United States and of a particular state, dis-
charge faithfully the duties of a teacher, and teach specific aspects 
of patriotism. This type of legislation can be classified as positive 
for the teachers swear or affirm that they are loyal or will be loyal 
to the United States and the particular state. 
Since the end of World War II, however, legislation passed by the 
various state legislatures has taken a new trend which can be classi-
fied as negative. This negative type of legislation is not aimed at 
teachers specifically. The oaths under this type of legislation is 
directed at all state and municipal employees. The teachers are in-
cluded in this wide~ classification. 
Under this negative type legislation, teachers and other employ-
ees of the various levels of government are required to swear or 
....... ...... 
affirm that they are not members of subversive groups. All the states 
listed in column 4 of Table II come under this classification. A 
glance at column 1 shows that this type of legislation began in 1949. 
Since that date, seven states have passed legislation of this type. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH: 
1) A study of the sedition laws which apply to public school 
teachers in the forty-eight states. 
2) A study of the viewpoints on loyalty oaths of various 
organizations such as the American Legion, D.A.R., bar 
associations, etc. 
3) A study of the loyalty oath requirements on the local level 
in the nineteen states which have no state legislation. 
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TABLE I 
A SUMMARY OF TEACHER OATH LEGISL.~TION 
STATE OATH NO OATH LEGISLA.T ION 
REQUIRED REQUIRED PENDING OR 
RECENTLY DEFEATED 
1. 2. 3. 4. 


























New Hampshire X 
New Jersey X 
New Mexico X 
New York X 
North Carolina X 




Pennsylvania X xb 
Rhode Island X 
































a) Legislation recently defeated. 








SUMMARY OF TEACHER OATH LEGISLATION 
WITH DATE OF ENACTMENT AND PERSONS TO WHOM IT APPLIES 
STATE YEAR APPLIES APPLIES TO OTHER 
ENACTED ONLY TO OFFICIALS INCLUDING 
EDUCATORS TEACHERS 
I l. 2. 3. 4. ~ 
Arizona 1935 X 
Call.fornia 1931 X 
Colorado 1921 X 
Florida 1949 X 
Georgia 1935 X 
Indiana 1929 X 
Kansas 1949 X 
Louisiana 1950 X 
Maryland 1949 X 
Massachusetts 1935 X 
Michigan 1941 X 
Mississippi 1950 X 
Montana 1931 X 
Nebraska 1951 X 
Nevada 1935 X 
New Hampshire 1949 . X 
New Jersey 1949 · X 
New York 1934 X 
North Dakota 1931 X 
Oklahoma 1951 X 
Oregon 1921 X 
Rhode Island 1917 X 
South Dakota 1931 X 
Tennessee 1941 X 
Texas 1941 X 
Vermont 1935 X 
Virginia a X 
Washington 1931 X 
West Virginia 1923 X 
a) Date of enactment uncertain since the prescription is contained 
in the state- adopted teachers' contract prescribed by the state 










Tnffi OF TAKJNG TEACHERS 1 OATHS1 
STATE AS CONDITION AS PART OF EACH AT JNITIAL 
FOR EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT 
CERTIFICATE CONTRACT ONLY 
1. 2. 3. 4. 















New Hampshire X 
New Jersey X X 
New York X 
North Dakota X 
Oklahoma X 
Oregon X 
Rhode Island X 
South Dakota X 
Tennessee X 




West Virginia X 
1) Table form adopted from: Committee on Tenure and Academic 
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APPENDIX A. 
ADDRESSES OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION 
Alabama 
A. R. Meadows 
Superintendent of Education 
State Department of Education 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Arizona 
M. L. Brooks 
Superintendent of Public Instruct ion 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Phoenix, ·Arizona 
Arkansas 
A. B .. Bonds, Jr. 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Li. ttle Rock, Arkansas 
California 
Roy E. Simpson 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and Director of Education 
State Department of Education 
Sacramento, California 
Colorado 
Nettie s. Freed 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Denver, Colorado 
Connecticut 
Finis E. Engleman 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Delaware 
George R. Miller 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 





Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Georgia 
M. D. Collins 
Superintendent of Schools 
State Department of Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Idaho 
Alton B. Jones 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Boise, Idaho 
Illinois 
Vernon L. Nickell 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 




Deane E. Walker 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jessie M. Parker 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Kansas 
Adel F. Throckmorton 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Topeka, Kansas 
Kentucky 
Boswell B. Hodgkin 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 




Shelby M. Jackson 
Superintendent of Public Education 
State Department of Education 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Maine 
Harland A. I.add 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Augusta, Maine 
Maryland 
Thomas G. Pullen, Jr. 
State Superintendent of Schools 
State Department of Education 
Baltimore, :tvfaryland 
Massachusetts 
John J. Desmond 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Lee M. Thurston 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Lansing, Michigan 
Minnesota 
Dean M. Schweickhard 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Mississippi 
J. M. Tubb 
Superintendent of Education 




Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Division of Public Schools 
Jefferson City, Missouri 
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Montana 
Mary M. Condon 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Helena, Montana 
Nebraska 
Wayne 0. Reed 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 




Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Carson City, Nevada 
New Hampshire 
Hilton C. Buley 
Commissioner of Education 
State Board of Education 
Concord, New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
John H. Bosshart 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Trenton, New Jersey 
New Mexico 
Charles 1. Rose 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Nel'l York 
Francis T. Spaulding 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Albany, New York 
North Carolina 
Clyde A. Erwin 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Board of Ed. and the State Dept. of Pub. Instruction 





Garfield B. Nord.rum 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
Clyde Hissong 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 




Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Rex Putnam 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Salem, Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Francis B. Haas 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Michael F. Walsh 
Director of Education 
State Department of Education 
Providence, Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
Jesse T. Anderson 
Superintendent of Education 
State Department of Education 
Columbia, South Carolina 
South Dakota 
H. s. Freeman 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Pierre, South Dakota 
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Tennessee 
J. M. Smith 
Commissioner of Education 




L. A. Woods 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Aust:!.n, Texas 
E. Allen Bateman 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Vermont 
A •. John Holden, Jr. 
Commissioner of Education 
State Department of Education 
Montpelier, Vermont 
Virginia 
Dowell J. Howard 
Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Board of Education 
Richmond, Virginia 
Washington 
Pearl A. Wanamaker 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Office of State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Olympia, Washington 
West Virginia 
w. w. Trent 
Superintendent of Free Schools 
State Department of Education 
Charleston, West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
G. E. Watson 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 




Edna B. Stolt 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Education 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 
APPENDIX B 
SAMPLE ORIGINAL LETTER 
103 Henr.y Street 
.Malden, Mass. 
April 10, 1951 
A. R. Meadows, Superintendent of Education 
State Department of Education 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Dear Mr. Meadows: 
Teachers' oaths are once again a topic of current interest. 
The recent difficulty at the University of California has caused 
consternation in many educational and lay circles. Many words of an 
. emotional or unauthoritative nature have only confused the issue. For 
this reason I have selected teachers' oaths as the subject for my 
master's thesis, hoping that an objective and scientific approach will 
help to clear the air. With the approval of my advisor, Professor 
William H. Cartwright or Boston University, your help is gratefully 
solicitated. 
below. 
I am particularly interested in the items of query enumerated 
1) Does your state require that teachers take an oath 
of any kind? 
2) To what schools and grade levels does the oath apply? 
3) May I have a copy of the oath? 
4) .May I have a copy of the law which enacted the oath? 
If not, may I have the citation of the law? 
5) Any other information or suggestions, which you think 
pertinent, shall be gratefully received by me. 
Very truly yours, 
Anthony Guarino 
